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CANDLES, A SYMBOL OF CHRIST 


Purveyors to the Vatican 
by Appointment 


CALL ON 
THE MAN FROM EMKAY- 


ONE Fast, Dependable Source 
for ALL your Candle Requirements! 


The Emkay representative who serves fast — even special — service if and 

your diocese serves in many ways: when needed. 

e He handles a complete line of candles — e His products represent) maximum 
and accessories, all meeting Church quality at truly economical prices. 
specifications for design and quality. Eimkay Candles burn slow and clean. 
In short, the Man from Emkay can are as perfect a symbol as a candle 
furnish all your needs from one de- can be. 


endable source. 
P Mail coupon now for free 


e He is located near you, and can offer catalog and complete details. 


MAIL FOR COMPL.ETE INFORMATION 


MUENCH-KREUZER >~————————————————— i 
Candle Co., Inc. | MuENcH-KREUZER CANDLE Co., INC. 


Syracuse, N.Y. TEL.GR1-6147 =| Dept. T-261, Syracuse 1, N.Y. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO lp - : , | 
225 5th Ave. 4001 N. Please send catalog with details on Emkay’s 
Room 639 Ravenswood Ave. | complete line of Church candles and accessories. | 
BOSTON NEW ORLEANS | 
73 Park Drive 6140 Gen. Diaz St. | 1 Have representative call 
LOS ANGELES | 


745 E. Pico Blvd 
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Cover At first we were struck by the clarity and 
human interest of this photo. But as we 
looked more closely, it took on the appear- 
ance of one of those puzzle pictures: “How 
many mistakes can you find?” For one 
thing, have you ever tried pouring the 
water with your left hand? And then how 
is the godfather making contact with the 
baby? (See Fr. Schmitz’s response on 
sponsors in this present issue.) 
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LENTEN SERMON BOOKS © 


LENTEN MEDITATIONS 


By the Rev. David L. Greenstock 


Meditations for every day of Lent which 
focus mainly on passages of the Liturgy 
and cover the entire spiritual spectrum. 


$2.50 


THE SACRAMENT OF 
FREEDOM 


By John B. Sheerin, C.S.P. 


Precise, much-needed information for peni- 
tents on every aspect of Confession. 
Makes Penance a source of peace for 
mind and heart. $3.50 


MY OTHER SELF 


By Clarence J. Enzler 


Fast becoming a spiritual classic is this 
modern counterpart of the Imitation writ- 
ten with an awareness of the layman’s 


needs. $3.50 


WORDS FROM THE CROSS 


By Christopher Rengers, O.F.M.Cap. 


Both the spiritual richness of Christ’s last 
words and practicol application of the 
principles they contain are presented here. 

Paper, $1.00 


HOLY WEEK MANUAL 
FOR PRIESTS 


By Walter J. Schmitz, S.S. 


Handbook for conducting services accord- 
ing to the new Holy Week Ordo. $4.00 


HOLY WEEK MANUAL 
FOR SERVERS 


By Walter J. Schmitz, S.S. 
Fulfills the needs of Holy Week servers 


THE SPIRITUAL REALISM 
OF ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX 


By Victor de la Vierge, O.C.D. 


Presents a new, complete image of the 
Little Flower as a saint of strength, and a 
spiritual way which demands courage. 

$3.25 


THE ONLY LIFE 
By the Rev. Albert J. Shamon 


An engaging introduction to the spiritual 
life — free from technical language, dis- 
cusses all aspects of spiritual living. $3.25 


GRACES OF THE 
RISEN CHRIST 


By Bernard Wuellner, S.J. 


To show how every Christian individually 
benefits from the graces of the Resurrec- 
tion is the purpose and accomplishment 


of this book. $3.75 


HOURS OF THE PASSION 
By Jude Mead, C.P. 


A modern “book of hours” describing 
every scene of the Passion. $2.85 


TO CALVARY WITH CHRIST 
By the Rev. Harold A. Buetow 


Seven sets of meditations on the Stations 

of the Cross. Each brings greater under- 

standing of the act of Redemption. 
Paper, $1.25 


A DAILY THOUGHT 
FOR LENT 


By the Rev. Charles M. Herbst 
These thoughts show the practicality of 
the Lenten Mass texts and acts as an aid 
toward perfection. Paper, $1.00 


and those who instruct them. Paper, 50¢ 
THE BRUCE 

1402 Bruce Building 
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| Notes & Jottings 


THE 19th General Council of the 
'* United Church of Canada 
kame to an end after nine days of 
jJeliberation during which they 
1 1. Expressed a desire for a 
sneeting with the leaders of Red 
{China; 

{ 2. Urged the Canadian Govern- 
ment to provide information on 
Jirth control to countries request- 
ng it; 

_ 3. Dodged any statement of 
specific views on divorce. 


# According to their 1959-60 fi- 
nancial reports, here are the net 
assets of eight typical interna- 
ional unions: 

1 The Operating Engineers and 
Bees Garment Workers, each 
‘ver $19 million; 

| the Hod Carriers, over $21 mil- 
/on; 

. the Machinists, 
hion; 

| the Steelworkers, over $26 mil- 
fion; 

| the Auto 
nillion; 
| the 
ion; 

/ and the Mineworkers, over $110 
nillion. 


over $22 mil- 


Workers, over $30 


Teamsters, over $38 mil- 


| Judging from our observation 
ind correspondence, many Ameri- 
‘an priests were rather disappoint- 
2d with the recent changes in 
‘he Breviary and Missal. There 
iad apparently been too great a 
‘build up” by means of rumors 
iis to content and date of pub- 
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NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC 


READING 
ISTRIBUTORS 


RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


THE 
DIVINE PITY 


by Gerald Vann, O.P. 
15¢ 


Meditations on the social implications 
of the Beatitudes that have been des- 
cribed by one reviewer as ‘absorbing, 
haunting, unforgettable.” A much- 
needed book in these times . . . should 
be in everyone’s library. 


1 to 6 copies, 75c; 7 to 13 copies, 
67c; 14 or more copies, 60c. 


Write today for a complete list of 


parish reading materials. 


Operated by the 
PAULIST 


FATHERS 


180 VARICK S 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 


.- NEW YORK 14. N.Y 
4-3560 


89 


Currente Calamo 


SPOS HEOHOEHEHLHHHSH HEHE HHHOHHOHHTEHOLOEE 


lication, so effectively “leaked” 
as to make them seem calculated, 
if not official. ‘“Parturiebant 
montes et natus est mus,” is their 
feeling. 


Typical is the opinion of Fr. 
Murray Clayton, expressed in the 
North-Central Louisiana Register 
(Alexandria), of which he is the 
editor: 


“A welcomed, _— praiseworthy 
step, but one that did not go far 
enough. .. Earlier press releases 
from unnamed sources in Vatican 
City had raised high hopes. Only 
a month ago one such report pre- 
dicted that the Divine Office... 
would be shortened to two-thirds 

- of its present length. . . More re- 
cently there have been specula- 
tions that some limited use of 


English or the vernacular might 
be incorporated in the less es- 
sential parts of the Mass. The 
plain and simple truth is that 
none of these hoped-for changes 
materialized. And for many of us 
this is a disappointment. 

“At the beginning of last month 
[August] a statement from Rome 
expressly declared that the Di- 
vine Office was being shortened 
to help parish priests meet mod- 
ern demands. In actuality, how- 
ever, the new changes drop only 
six lessons, or readings, from the 
entire Office. This shortens the 
daily Office by about eight min- 
utes, a far cry from the one-third 
curtailment predicted earlier.” 


‘High-Cost Nation’ 


ROM Barron’s, America’s lead- 
ing business and_ financial 


STERLING “3s 


SILVER 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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IN AN EVEN THREE DOZEN PARISHES 
WHICH USED LAWSON ASSOCIATES 
TO INCREASE ANNUAL INCOME 
MORE THAN $1,570,000 NEW MONEY 
IS RAISED EACH AND EVERY YEAR 
AT AN INITIAL COST OF TWO PER CENT 
OF THE FIRST YEAR’S INCREASE 
AND IN FIVE YEARS THEY WILL RAISE 
MORE THAN $7,800,000 IN NEW MONEY 
AT A COST PER DOLLAR OF 3/7 OF ONE PER CENT 
(THAT’S THREE-SEVENTHS OF ONE PER CENT) 


t 


Write or telephone, collect, today 
for a free study of how this can 
be accomplished in your parish. 


i 
1 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES on 


HOME OFFICE: 


53 North Park Avenue - Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


| BRANCHES: 
a4). Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Ave. 101 Jones Building 

| St. Louis 3, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle 1, Washington 
eee 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-369] 
430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville St. 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, Calif. Vancouver, ; 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 
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Beautiful 35mm Color Slides 
POPE JOHN XxXiil 
ROMAN BASILICAS 


(SPLENDID INTERIORS) 


HOLY LAND 
(COMPLETE COVERAGE) 


Lourdes, Fatima, Lisieux, Miraculous 
Medal, Ars, Way Of The Cross, Holy 
Shroud, Chartres, Italian Shrines, Na- 
tional Shrine at Washington, D. C., 
etc. Life of Christ, Famous Madonnas, 
Pontifical Mass in St. Peters, Paint- 
ings of Old Masters, Rome, Vatican, 
Italy, Paris, Spain, Ireland, Austria, 
ete. Also Egypt, Mexico, India, Moracco 
and many other outstanding color 
slides. Free FREE 84-page Illustrated 
Catalog ‘“‘D’ to PRIEST readers, write 


ARGO SLIDES 


116 Nassau Street, 


New York 38, N.Y. 


The famous shop 
for Catholic Books 


THE 


NEWMAN 
BOOKSHOP 


Catholic books, Prayer books 
and Bibles—all languages. We 
can supply all books re- 
viewed or advertised in The 
Priest. Catalogs available. 


For Mail Orders: Westminster, Md. 


226 N. Liberty Street — Baltimere 1, Md. 
901 Menroe St., NE—Washingten 17, D.C. 
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weekly, comes the following (12-: 
12-60), word for word. 

Last week, the International Co 
operation Administration announce: 
ed a new “Buy American” policy; | 
about $400 million worth of goods 4 
formerly purchased abroad each: 
year will be bought in the U. S.. 
instead. Actually, the ICA expects: 
to increase domestic procurement } 
by only about $200 million, since: 
beneficiaries of U. S. aid will use? 
their own resources for the other 
half. Spokesmen for the agency 
say the shift will cost an addition-‘ 
al $100 million a year owing te 
higher prices in the U. S. 

Such statements tend to bear’ 
out the contention that the U. S. 
has priced itself out of world mar-: 
kets. Wilhelm Roepke, one of Eu-. 
rope’s leading economists and a4 
mentor of the West German Eco-: 
nomics Minister, said recently that} 
this, indeed, is the root of the A-: 
merican balance of payments defi- 
cits. “The U.S.,” he declared, “has# 
become a high-cost nation, has suf-: 
fered an impairment of its com-: 
petitive ability, has failed tod 
harmonize its domestic spending: 
with its foreign payments, or what- 
ever other description will serves 
to state that the Affluent Society 
has managed to live beyond its 
means .. .” 

He went on to say that the cured 
“can be found only in _ toning 
down the cost and price rise i 
the U. S. . In that direction, 
the present administration has not) 
done enough . .. The U. S. and thes 
whole free world now must hopes 
that the President-elect will seek 
the light. Government spending} 
must be curbed, rather than in; 
creased.” 


If Washington pursues such poli 
February / 196 H 


VERDIN 


presents 


Amerieat Most 


Vy VERDIN ELECTRONIC CARILLONS 


The ultimate in electronic bell 
music. Magnificent tones of 
great swinging bells. Com- 
pletely automatic 168-hour 
programs of carillons and 
bells for all services. Mod- 
erate cost. 


VERON GENUINE BRONZE BELLS 


An achievement in bell crafts- 
* manship! Perfect in pitch, 
‘am overtone, depth, and intens- 
ity. Carillons, chimes, peals, 
| and single bells available. No 
finer bells are made. 


VERDIN AUTOMATIC BELL RINGING 


GET RID OF THE BELL ROPE! Verdin rings all bells 
automatically for full 168-hour program. New 
freedom for pastors. Present bells can be used. 


| Send for folder THE |. T. VERDIN CO. © 555 DANDRIDGE STREET 
| The Bell Ringers CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
' of America New York Office: 1671 E. 55th St., Brooklyn 34, N. Y. 


CARILLONS - CHIMES - PEALS - TOWER MUSIC 


{ 
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KNIGHTS of the ALTAR 


4051 parish units 
200,120 altar boys enrolled 
best way to keep 
your servers informed, 
inspired, neat, prompt, 
“on the ball”... 


As voice of the i 
K of A, Catholic i 
Boy devotes a 
whole section 
every month to 
the special 
interests of 
altar boys. 530A M, 


to form your unit, write 
Father Frank Gartland 
Notre Dame 3, Indiana 


INSPIRATION POSTERS 


$1.25 
per set 


postpaid 


Sy STOR’ 


8 subjects - beautiful colors 
Pope John @ Dominic Savio @ Boy 
at the Cross @® Gift to Christchild 
@ Our Lady of Guadalupe @ Knight 
of the Altar @ Will It Fit, Jack? 
@ Father Jack’s 1st Blessing 


® Order from: 


POSTERS, Box 587, 
Notre Dame, Ind. 
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cies, temporary assistance by Eu- 
ropean nations, and especially by 
Bonn, can smooth the path, Dr. 
Roepke adds. 


Odds & Ends & 


wee he was president of 

Notre Dame, the late Cardi-- 
nal O’Hara used to tell his fac- 
ulty: “You get your reward out of 
your clever students; you’ earn 
your salary on your medium stu- 
dents; and you save your souls 
on your stupid students.” 

* * * 

The October Catholic Digest 
carried an article: “He has to 
learn Latin,’ which described a 
number of schools and courses 
specifically aimed at helping the 
late vocation to learn Latin quick- : 
ly. Free reprints may be had 
from 

M. Downing 

417 S. 44th Street 
Philadelphia 4, Pa. 
* * * 


In a recent issue of the London. 
Tablet, Douglas Woodruff retails 
an interesting anecdote concern- 
ing Pere Teilhard, the learned 
Jesuit now under debate so fur- 
iously. 

It seems that somewhere in 
Europe there was “a young man) 
with a vocation who was expelled| 
from his seminary for reading | 
books on the Index, turned down| 


the expulsion, and subsequently, | 
in despair, became a shepherd. 

“As he herded his flock of goats: 
over the mountains he read, pray-’ 
ed and meditated, but could never 
regain his peace of mind until! 
one day, quite by chance, he fell 
upon a book of Pere Teilhard’s} 


i 
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The New Revised Ratisbon Breviary 


12mo. Size — 4% x 6% Inches — NEW PSALTER 
Red and Black Type on India Paper. Two Column Page. 
Publication Date — Possibly Easter 1961 
The Usual Beautiful Soft Full Leather Bindings 
The Volumes Hand-sewn and Hand-bound. 
All with Pure Gold Leaf. 


BINDINGS AND PRICES 


Black Sheepskin, gold edges 

Black French Morocco, red under gold edges 

Black Turkey Morocco, red under gold edges 5 
Reddish Brown Turkey Morocco, flexible, red under gold edges 65.00 
Reddish Brown Calf, flexible, cross grain, red under gold edges 80.00 
Black Leather Pocket, with flap, Net : 


SPECIMEN PAGE CHEERFULLY SENT UPON REQUEST. 
ORDER NOW — Orders Shipped in Turn as Received 


RATIO ET VIA 


Divinum Officium Recitandi Missamque celebrandi iuxta Novum 
rubricarum codicem a Ssmo D. N. lonne XXIII 
Apostolicas motu proprio datas die 25 Julii 1960 approbatum. 


180 pages — Paper Cover Net $1.00 


This publication contains the full wording of the new Rubrics for 
Breviary and Missal as well as detailed instructions for the indi- 
vidual times of the Church Year and for every Feast as to how 
the Officium is to be prayed and the Mass to be celebrated. 


Practical Helps to the Recitation of the Divine Office 
by Rev. F. B. Vanholme, S.S.E. 


A compact and complete guide to the new Rubrics of the Divine Office which 
becomes effective January 1, 1961. 


Its purpose is to give practical answers to practical questions concerning 
the new manner and arrangement of the Office. 


It is not a book on Liturgy nor Rubrics, but rather a compact reference 
with schematic arrangements for each of the Canonica] Hours as a synopsis 
of the principal and salient changes in the Rubrics according to the Decree 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, dated July 25, 1960. 


Paper Cover $.75 Ready March ist 


FR. PUSTET CO., INC. 


14 BARCLAY ST. 210 E. 4th ST. 
NEW YORK CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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PUNCHOUT 
BOOKS 


50c each 


CELEBRATION OF THE MASS 
JOYFUL MYSTERIES 
SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 
GLORIOUS MYSTERIES 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
ANIMALS OF THE ARK 


These popular ‘‘punch-out’’ activity 
books are colorful representations of 
religious themes. Recommended for 
hours of fun and life-long spiritual 
value. 


1 to 10 copies, 50c; 11 to 19 copies, 
40c; 20 copies and up, 40c. 


Write today for a complete list of 
parish reading materials. 

Operated by the 

PAULIST 


FATHERS 


ONEW YORK 14; N 


180 VARICK S 
TELEPHONE “WAT:KINS © 4-3560 
~ Le oat as 
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which suddenly restored to him 


the conviction that the universe 


was still both beautiful and good; 
so, in his gratitude, he wrote a 
letter to the Jesuit to thank him 
for this great gift.” 

As Mr. Woodruff says, “This 
little story illustrates the reason 
why the most surprising people, 
many of them not believers at 
all, have found Pere Teilhard’s 
works both a stimulus and a con- 
solation.” 

Of course, the discussion should 
and will go on. The matter of 
Pere Teilhard involves great is- 
sues in several fields. One must 
also protect Pere Teilhard from 
his “friends.” 


* * x 
In a letter from Fr. Charles 
Connors, C.S.S.p., of 1615 Man- 


chester Lane, Washington 11, D. 
(Os 

“We have just published an En- 
glish translation of the prayer for 
the success of the ecumenical 
council issued by His Holiness, 
Pope John XXIII. 

“Perhaps you could find it pos- 
sible to draw to the attention of 
readers of THE Priest the exist- 
ence of this translation. We shall 
be happy to supply copies to them 
upon request.” 


It is a beautiful 4-page leaflet | 


with a 3-color painting of the 
Trinity on the front, the prayer 
inside, 


and a little essay — 

“What Is An Ecumenical Coun- 
cil?” — on the back. 
Timesman 


Herbert Matthews 


‘¢"F"HERE are no Reds in the 
Cabinet and none in high 
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An invitation to Bishops and Parish Priests: 


Call on (Eihae ee 


an international group of 
Catholic Financial Consultants 


for all fund raising needs 


LEN understanding the Church’s financial needs 
and problems, this world-wide and fully experi- 
enced group of Catholic Financial Consultants, 
Canvass Directors, Administrators and Executives, is 
ready to assist in all aspects of fund raising and planned 
giving. 
Cathos is a team of dedicated Catholics, hand picked for 
their tactful ability to assess, counsel, plan and direct 


complete programs. 


Hundreds of parishes (including complete dioceses in 
North America) are valued long term clients, attesting 


to our ability and integrity. 


Despite heavy forward commitments, we can give you the 


| 
| 


attention and help you want and will welcome enquiries. 


Write or call collect: 


(Ca thos Hcortorated 


SUITE 308, KRESGE BLDG. 
628 NICOLLET AVE. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
TELEPHONE FEDERAL 8-226] 


In Canada: oa mee. | 


2259 BLOOR ST. W., TORONTO, ONT. 
TELEPHONE ROGER 2-7348 
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Bae in the government or 
army in the sense of being able 
to control governmental or de- 
fense policies . . . Premier Castro 
is not only not Communist but 
decidedly anti-Communist, even 
though he does not consider it 
advisable in the present circum- 
stances to attack or destroy the 
Reds — as he is in a position to 
do anytime he wants.” Thus 
spake Herbert Matthews, the sage 
of the New York Times, July 16, 
1959. 

We think of this increasingly 
today as Cuba boils over. Former 
ambassador Gardner (1953-1957) 
reports that it was Herbert Mat- 
thews who, more than any other 
U.S. writer, sold the State Depart- 
ment on the idea that Castro was 


“a bright-eyed idealist and the 
savior of his people.” 


We wonder how the State De- 
partment could have heeded Mat- 
thews or have been so deeply im- 
pressed by his sagacity! 


Even we ourselves, just ordain- 
ed then, remember what a mess 
Matthews made of the Spanish 
“Civil War.” He was rabidly anti- 
Franco and, as we recall, could 
see nothing wrong at all with his 
chosen side, the puppets of the 
Communists. No wonder he was 
commended then by The Volun- 
teer for Liberty, organ of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, a pro- 
Commie sheet. No wonder, also, 
that one of his alleged news dis- 
patches from the “Loyalist” side 
(another euphemism) was eager- 
ly reprinted by the Communist 
Daily Worker. 


It’s so easy THIS way to develop a 


TIRELESS—RESONANT VOICE! 


“Puritas Vocalium Secum Fert Usum Vocis Liberum” 
(ST. GREGORY, THE GREAT) 


This is the most effective method known to develop vocal 
power and avoid throat irritation. We have taught it in Cali- 
fornia seminaries for over 15 years with extraordinary suc- 
cess. 


The complete method is available now in one (two-hour) 
tape recording. Included are helpful descriptive matter plus 
explanatory pictures of the human vocal instrument. 


Total cost: $25.00 postpaid 


(BROCHURE FREE UPON REQUEST) 
HENRY PHILIP SCHULER 


Gregorian School of Sacred Eloquence 
235 South Ardmore Avenue / Los Angeles 4, i California 
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let's call 
@ spade, 
@ spade 


Sever two years of experience — all devoted 


A> to arranging safe and practicable plans of 
insurance coverages for Catholic Church properties— 
is your guarantee that this central, Church-controlled 
self-insurance fund is best qualified to serve you. 
Catholic Mutual is your Company. There is no outside 
ownership. Being a non-profit organization means 


you can also save money on your Parish insutance. 


For information, contact: 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICAL 
Dedicated ta the Temporal Needs of the Church 4 
BOX 1155 ore OMAHA 1, NEBRASKA 
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‘Crede Experto’ 


ys Easier among us who are in- 

clined to stress “togetherness” 
even at the risk of truth when 
it comes to the matter of Red in- 


filtration among the Protestant ° 


clergy, especially as brought up 
for review in the case of the re- 
cent Air Force Manual, would be 
well advised to recall Dr. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr’s comment on Bish- 
op Oxnan’s sweeping denial of 
Communist influence in the 
churches. Writing in the Christian 
Century of August 19, 1953, Dr. 
Niebuhr said that 


“Such a statement causes diffi- 
culties because there are in fact 
Communist sympathizers and fel- 
low travelers in the Church. I 


wonder whether Bishop Oxnam 
ought not to have admitted this 
more freely .. .” 


Further: “It must be affirmed 
that there have never been many 
explicit Stalinists in the church- 
es. . . . Nevertheless, there are a 
few and we ought to admit it.” — 

And still further: “The pathetic 
clerical Stalinism could not have 
developed except against the back- 
ground of a considerable Marxist 
dogmatism in the ‘liberal’ wing of 
Protestant churches.” 

Dr. Niebuhr should know! 


From the Clipping File 


HE cult of Rose Ferron, alleg- 
ed mystic who died in Woon- 
socket, R. I. in 1936, has died un- 
der the inquiries preliminary even 
to a formal investigation. Accord- 
ing to the Providence Visitor, her 


ORDER DIRECT 
FROM THE WORKSHOP IN 


OBERAMMERGAU 


Stations of the Cross 
Crucifixes @ Statues 
Christmas Cribs @ Reliefs 
Church Furnishings 


Original designs executed 
according to private order. 


ALFRED O. ZWINK 


studio for woodcarving 
OBERAMMERGAU 
GERMANY 
ESTA BLS HED eS PNECeE 15816 4 
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MOORE Confirmation Robes | °”2 


Accessories 


Confirmation Day becomes outstanding for young 
children dressed in these lovely scarlet and white 
Confirmation Robes. The ceremony takes on added 
significance; distracting style differences are gone 
and the children appear in equal becomingness. Ex- 
pense is no burden because Moore Confirmation 
Robes are rented inexpensively for the days needed. 
The lovely Robes fit perfectly, arrive in plenty of time 
individually packaged 

for easy handling, 

and transportation 

charges are prepaid. 

Now in nationwide 

use by Catholic par-. 4 

ishes of all sizes. 

Write today for com-. 

plete information and | 

illustrated brochure. 

Or request sample 

outfits; no obligation. 

Ask for 
Catalog CC-12 


E. R. MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin Street, Chicago 13, Ill. 

268 Norman Ave., Brooklyn 22, N.Y. 

1641 N. Allesandro St., Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
1605 Boylston Ave., Seattle 22, Wash. 


also makers of caps and gowns ° girls’ gym suits 
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NOWILTEX COLLARS 


NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen — Outwears Linen 


These are the advantages of our water- 
proof collars. When soiled wipe clean 
with cold water and soap—then dry. Al- 
ways fresh and new looking. Approved 
and recommended by the _ Religious 
throughout the world. For greater com- 
fort, economy, convenience, wear ‘“NO- 
WILTEX.” Ask your Catholic Goods 
Dealer or write us for literature. 


The Parsons and Parsons Co. 
Est. 1879 


Dept. B, 413-415 Huron Road 
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 


FOR MALE VOICES 


MISSA 
MARIALIS 


four-part alternating with popolo 


by Richard Ginder 


A VIRILE MASS 
EASILY PERFORMED 


Ideal for seminaries 
and other communities of men 


J. FISCHER & BRO. 
119 W. 40th St., New York 18 
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followers were evidently victims 
of self-deception. 
* * * 

The operator of a funeral home 
in Detroit had his license lifted for 
ten days because, although he was 
a Lutheran and a Mason, he ad- 
vertized himself as a member of 
Christ the King parish, thereby be- 
ing guilty of “false and mislead- 
ing advertizing.” 

* * * 

A Lutheran pastor in Sweden 
was fined for refusing to marry a 
couple because the man was di- 
vorced. The pastor said that he re- 
fused because he considers the 
bond of marriage  indissoluble. 
However, he also has the status of 
a civil servant, so the bridegroom 
appealed to the Parliamentary 
Commissioner, who judged the pas- 
tor guilty of neglecting his duty 
and sent the matter to court, which 
ruled against the pastor. 

* * * 


Religious conferences for nuns 
are now being recorded by Fr. 
Ronald F. Gray, O. Carm., at 55 
Demarest Avenue, Englewood, N. 
J. These are 12-inch, long playing 
records which will be shipped out 
to subscribing convents’ every 
month. Each record will contain 
two instructions given by two dif- 
ferent priests from the Vatican | 
and all the English-speaking coun- 
tries of the world. 

* * * 

There is an imposter making un- 
authorized collections for the 
George A. Pflaum Publishing Co. | 
of Dayton, Ohio. Traveling under | 
the name of “Peter Shelton,” he 
has been operating in Miami, | 
Tampa, and New Orleans. His vic- | 
tims are mostly the teaching Sis- | 
ters. 
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Newman Books for Priests 
A PRIEST FOR EVER 


by Rev. Francis J. Ripley. Readers of Father Ripley’s earlier book, 
Priest of Christ, will welcome the present volume of thoughtful 
and inspiring discussions on the joys, responsibilities, and trials 
of the priestly vocation. Here the author stresses the priestly 
obligation to perfection and the means necessary to fulfill it.$3.75 


FATHER MATEO SPEAKS TO PRIESTS 


On Priestly Perfection 


by Mateo Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC. Translated by Francis Larkin, 
SS.CC. Sympathetic and convincing conferences to priests by 
Father Mateo, the dynamic preacher who brought the message of 
the merciful love of the Sacred Heart to almost every country in 
Europe, the Orient, North and South America. $3.75 


HEARING CONFESSIONS 


by Dom Desmond Schlegel. This new paperback volume was writ- 
ten especially for the priest who is beginning to exercise his 
sacred ministry. $ .75 


especially for Lent 
THE TRIAL OF JESUS 


by Dr. Josef Blinzler. Translated by Isobel and Florence 
McHugh. “No one interested in the greatest of all trials 
should be without this truly excellent book. In fact, we do 
not hesitate to say that it is the best work available on the 
subject in any language.” — Ralph Gorman, C.P. in The 
Sign. $4.75 


THE SUFFERINGS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 


by Father Thomas of Jesus, O.S.A. A newly-edited version, 
in handy missal size, of a spiritual classic not available in 
English for over a hundred years. The author considers all 
the mysteries of the earthly life of Christ and reflects in 
each upon the suffering which it contained. $5.75 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 


Westminster, Maryland 
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‘Epilepsy and the Law’ 


RITING under that title in 

Harper’s for September, Dr. 
Howard D. Fabling tells us that 
epileptics are still forbidden to 
marry in ten states: Delaware, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, North Carolina (uncon- 
trolled epileptics only), North Da- 
kota, Utah, Virginia, and West Vir- 
ginia. 

They are liable to sterilization 
in 18 states: Arizona, Delaware, 
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, 
New Hampshire, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, 
West Virginia. (Italics indicate in- 
stitutionalized epileptics only.) 

The reasoning behind these laws 
is genetic. The marriage laws seem 
to be pretty much of a dead letter, 
but according to the tone of Dr. 
Fabling’s article, the sterilization 
laws are sometimes enforced on 
people in institutions. The rest, 
he says, “can move to another 
state to escape the legally wielded 
knife.” 


Remember? 


66 Ecco a conference with 

representatives of religious 
organizations, President Roosevelt 
has instructed Army and Navy to 
make no comments on any civilian 
organization of its policies without 
his specific consent, it was dis- 
closed today (December 6, 1935) 
by the National Conference of 
Jews and Christians. The confer- 
ence was immediately concerned 
with a memorandum prepared by 
the Naval Intelligence Section em- 
bodying criticism of the Federal 
Council of Churches and other ci- 
vilian organizations, today’s an- 
nouncement said. A statement in 
the memorandum to the effect that 
the organizations mentioned were 
giving ‘aid and comfort to the 
Communist movement and party’ 
was quoted as exemplifying the 
criticism to which the civilian or- 
ganizations objected . .. The an- 
nouncement did not identify the 


memorandum specifically, howev- 
er, nor list the organizations other 
than the Federal Council of 
Churches, to which the document 
had referred.” — The New York 
Times, December 7, 1935, page 1. 


CHURCH WINDOWS 


A wonderful reverent feeling is 


imparted 


through Lithopane Church windows. Art com- 
bines with loveliness meaningfully in colorful 
windows that help to inspire faith and wor- 


ship. Learn how Churches and Missions every- 
where “turn plain glass into stained-glass” 


easily, quickly at modest cost. 


Send for FREE Samples, Catalog Dept. P-21 


1/VAL/CO., 5206 Tilden Ave., 
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A Conservative Bloc? 


| a 1945, the Conservative Party 
in Britain was down and 
out. From 1945 to 1951, Britain 
lived under a socialistic dom- 
'ination which shocked those 
Americans familiar with it: the 
nationalization of steel, coal, the 
'means of transportation; con- 
sumer rationing; a regimenta- 
tion of labor which ‘left the 
\ Minister of Labor powers to di- 
rect workers to the employ- 
ment judged best for the “na- 
) tional interest.” When things in- 
evitably worsened, the socialists 
threatened more socialism as 
the remedy. 
) In 1959, the Conservative 
| Party won its third victory in a 
| row, something unprecedented 
| within the last hundred years. 
' “We Conservatives,” proclaimed 
|} Macmillan in a forthright man- 
| ner, “believe in the state taking 
a diminishing and not a rising 
| share of what people earn.” The 
people seem to have liked what 
they heard. 
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Now it is manifestly difficult 
and dangerous to relate British 
politics to American affairs. Yet 
we are reminded of what one of 
America’s shrewdest business- 
men said a few years ago. 
Gerald Loeb, a partner in a na- 
tionwide broker house, recalled 
that years before a very clever 
investor had told him that ‘‘time 
began at Greenwich and moved 
westward and so did everything 
else, ideas included.” For his 
own part, he added, “‘The social 
conditions affecting investment 
and living conditions in Eng- 
land today are undoubtedly the 
most accurate foretaste one 
could get of the conditions we 
will have to cope with in a very 
few years.” 

We thought of this again af- 
ter the latest elections in the 
United States. When the Demo- 
crats swept Congress two years 
ago it was widely assumed that 
the liberal car of juggernaut 
was starting to roll again. But 
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that was not to be. Conservative 
Southern Democrats, so obnox- 
ious to the liberal, united with 
the Northern Republicans and 
Eisenhower exerted his popular 
and powerful leadership over 
both houses. 


The victory of President 
Kennedy, in 1960, likewise 
seems to indicate the presence 
of a fairly strong and repre- 
sentative conservative element. 
It was an almost 50-50 thing 
(of course complicated by the 
religious issue) which barely 
gave Kennedy his hard earned 
reward and, incidentally, re- 
duced the number of Demo- 
crats on Capitol Hill. What does 
it indicate about the mood of 
the people? 


The Wall Street Journal in- 
terprets that mood as basically 
conservative, and considers the 
election “one more of a num- 
ber of defeats for far-reaching 
political experimentation.” The 
people were offered, in its 
phraseology, a “dressed-up New 
Deal,’”’ which they refused to 
buy “in either their Presidential 
or Congressional voting.” In its 
opinion, the voter has been shy- 
ing away more and more from 
“political extremism and par- 
ticularly from New Deal ex- 
tremism” — something it would 
behoove the politician to note 
with care. 


Moan and Groan 


Now all of this may be wish- 
ful thinking, but it is also 
worthy of note that President 
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Kennedy was by no means the: 
darling of the liberals, at that. 
Mr. Truman thought him much . 
too immature. The professorial 
liberals, like Galbraith and. 
Schlesinger, the old Grande: 
Dame of the dear dead Thirties : 
— Mrs. Roosevelt, Chester’ 
Bowles (and possibly Adlai. 
Stevenson) much preferred. 
Adlai Stevenson. The New 
York Post wrote with distress- 
ing frankness, “we cannot in- 
sist on perfection. We are for’ 
Kennedy.” What is significant. 
in practice is that, in spite of 
all this, the Democrats kept: 
their ranks intact and turned 
out for their man whereas, ac- - 
cording to the Journal, it has 
too often been the reaction of 
the disgruntled Conservatives 
to sit home and moan. 


In the view of some political | 
observers (Republicans embit- 
tered at defeat, among them), 
the Republicans lost largely be- 
cause they failed to formulate ‘ 
the conservative issues clearly 
and to rally conservative forces. 
Henry Hazlitt, writing in News-- 
week, warns that the Republi- . 
cans in office and particularly 
those in Congress must hammer 
out some “positive policy . . . 
what is now called conservative 
— that is, it must be a policy of} 
limited government and sound 
money, or the name Republican) 
will become meaningless.” He. 
adds wryly, “We do not need 
two parties to enforce inflation) 
and the welfare state.” 

The Journal thinks that the 
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lesson is this: ‘“The campaign of 
: 1964 — and even that of 1968 — 
) begins with giving shape and 
meaning to the whole Republi- 
» can party in the years be- 
. tween.”’ Its problem is that “it 
i has failed to develop what 
could pass for an intellectual 
body of doctrine.” Ask a man 
what the Democratic party 
stands for and he can give you 
} some kind of answer, a “mish- 
) mash” of big spending, big gov- 
t ernment, social welfare, or 
\ whatever. “Ask him about the 
Republican party, and what will 
1 he reply?” It must, then, be the 
| objective of any resurgent Re- 
} publicanism to send down tap 
) roots of conservative growth. 
) Interestingly enough, its hopes 
/ may be in youth. 


John Chamberlain and others 
{have remarked on the current 
| phenomenon that the new 
| “radicalism” on the campus is a 
§ revival of the old ‘“conserva- 
), tism.’”’ Not too many years ago, 
sit was the college-age group 
/ swayed by some facile profes- 
(sor, pinko or worse, which was 
§ vociferously “liberal” in a fuz- 
) zy sense of the term. 


|- Today the Young Americans 
{ for Freedom has chapters in 100 
t colleges and a membership ex- 
§ ceeding 20,000. The YAF was 
i started quite recently; is defin- 
jitely conservative; is student 
{ controlled. 


)) Much of this free air on the 
| campus has been pumped in by 
ithe Intercollegiate Society of 
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Individualists, which has grown 
from a mailing list of 400 active 
students in 1953 to one of 
12,000, including professors and 
college library employees, with 
headquarters in Philadelphia 
and a branch office in India- 
napolis. It edits a news sheet 
called The Individualist which, 
says Chamberlain, “puts some 
remarkably high-grade mate- 
rial into the hands of the stu- 
dents,” including articles by 
men of the calibre of Richard 
Weaver, Wilhelm Roepke, and 
Gerhart Niemeyer of Notre 
Dame. 


At Yale, the Calliopean So- 
ciety, a once dying or half-dead 
conservative club, without in- 
fluence or repute, has been re- 
juvenated. It now has to limit 
its membership out of sheer 
necessity. The Whig-Clio club 
at Princeton flourishes, but as 
more and more right-wing. Stu- 
dents from a number of colleges 
have come together at Jackson, 
Mississippi, to publish The 
Campus Conservative and at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
the New Conservative Society 
has been formed, open to un- 
dergraduates, students of the 
law school, and the Wharton 
School of Finance. 


The “Sharon Statement” 


Typical of their thought, we 
surmise, is the statement issued 
by students early this autumn 
and quoted by John Chamber- 
lain in The Wall Street Journal. 
When the National Defense Ed- 
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ucation Act was attacked by 
various professorial groups for 
demanding a loyalty oath, stu- 
dents led by Young Americans 
for Freedom met at a confer- 
ence at Sharon, Connecticut to 
declare: ‘We, as young con- 
servatives, believe: That fore- 
most among the transcendent 
values is the individual’s use of 
his God-given free will, whence 
derives his right to be free from 
the restrictions of arbitrary 
force; that liberty is indivisible, 
and that political freedom can- 
not long exist without economic 
freedom; that the purposes of 
government are to protect these 
freedoms through the preserva- 
tion of internal order, the provi- 
sion of national defense, and the 
administration of justice; that 
when government ventures be- 
yond these rightful functions, it 
accumulates power which tends 
to diminish order and liberty.” 


These groups are, obviously, 
poles apart from the rowdy 
meddlesome gang that descend- 
ed on the White House in the 
Roosevelt era, fed on the New 
Masses, The Daily Worker, 
Harold lLaski, and the like. 
Their publications echo, rather, 
Locke and Jefferson and Burke. 
They are grounded in traditions 
that reach back to a philosophia 
perennis. 

At the University of Wiscon- 
sin in Madison, a stronghold of 
the old LaFollette days, a con- 
servative student publication 
called Insight and Outlook, in 
upstart undergraduate fashion, 
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refers to its professors, left of 
center, as a “smug collection of 
Liberals,” and so it goes... 


Students being but students, 
this trend may be. transitory, 
but it remains interesting and at 
least pertinent. 

Much more pertinent is th 
rise to popular esteem of on 
man, Senator Barry Goldwater. 
and the widespread sale of his 
book, The Conscience of a Con- 
servative. Its circulation in No 
vember had passed 400,000 i 
paperbacks plus 100,000 hard- 
cover copies. As we write this: 
it has been on the New Yor 
Times best seller list for 2% 
weeks, a list compiled from th 
statistics of leading book stores 
in 38 cities. Undoubtedly th 
recent Republican conventio 
and the campaign have aidec 
its dissemination, but as Cham~ 
berlain puts it: “The Goldwaten 
phenomenon is also part ot 
something that began well be- 
fore the ‘convention and wil. 
persist long after election day.’ 


Harper’s ad rem 


In a_ splendidly balanced 
article in the November issue of 
Harper’s, William S. White es- 
says an appreciation of the 


who has already won a persona 
and unique victory for Novem; 
ber and beyond, no matter wha 
party takes the White House o 
Congress.” Disagreeing “wit 
most of his views,” Mr. Whit¢ 
still owns to “a bias toward an 
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. guide a man’s conduct. 
‘Henry Hazlitt of Newsweek 
‘noted in Mr. Kennedy’s cam- 


| radical, 
/ has not worked and is not work- 
} ing. They yearn for a return to 
_ Conservative principles.” 


A CONSERVATIVE BLOC? 


politician so full of principle.” 

The remark is significant in 
that it indicates Goldwater’s 
specialty — a set of honest prin- 
ciples, right or wrong, that 
This 


paign as contributing consider- 


_ably to his victory. 


In Goldwater, continues Mr. 
White, we have “an absolutely 
honest politician. And this is 
precisely what has made him an 
authentic and growing national 
figure.” 

In the August issue of THE 
PRIEST in a review of The Con- 
science of a Conservative, we 
tended to disagree with Senator 


| Goldwater, particularly on two 


points. We quoted him as saying 


| that “America is fundamentally 
4 a conservative nation. The pre- 


ponderant judgment of the 
American people, especially of 
the young people, is that the 
or Liberal, approach 


This we found hard to believe 


. at the time. It seemed to us, 
. then, that precisely what had 
' been lacking was any real al- 
| legiance to conservative prin- 


inciples. Goldwater also asked 
the question, ‘““Why have the 


» American people been unable 
_to translate their views into ap- 


propriate action?” We felt, on 
the contrary, that they had 


} translated their views into po- 
| litical 


action by electing a 
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Democratic majority in the 
Senate and House and by 
yielding to the overwhelming 
popularity of President Eisen- 
hower. 


Secondly, we found the book 
deficient particularly in re- 
spect to its political philosophy 
of the extreme right. The Sena- 
tor takes a negative view of the 
role of the government rather 
than a positive one. While Gold- 
water’s work was a comprehen- 
sive and devastating critique of 
the liberalism which makes the 
State supreme and the individ- 
ual minimal, it left little enough 
scope for the legitimate role of 
securing the common good. 

Both of our observations have 
come to need further elabora- 
tion, by February, 1961. In view 
of the recent presidential elec- 
tion and of the evidence set 
down herein, we are inclined to 
think that Senator Goldwater 
has made a shrewd calculation 
of the conservative strength of 
the American electorate, par- 
ticularly with regard to the 
future. As for his “extreme 
rightism,” one can reasonably 
expect it to be moderated. As 
White has remarked “He is no 
intellectual isolationist.” 

In any case, even at present, 
one can appreciate White’s 
sentiments: “I hope Goldwater 
gets a hearing; I think he is en- 
titled to it — and that, even 
more, the country is entitled to 
it,’ or as the inimitable New 
York Post puts it, “we cannot 
insist on perfection.” —G.J.G. 
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Those Puerto Rican Bishops: 


PATRICK O’BRIEN, C.M., S.T.D. 


OW that the tumult and the 
shouting have died down 
since Election Day, one may 
look upon the points of view 
and the doings of those last few 
weeks. Especially the doings of 
those bishops in Puerto Rico. 


We can say now, and we al- 
ways have said, that there do 
exist objectively sinful things 
for which one is not morally 
free to vote. The whole purpose 
of individual moral responsibil- 
ity as a doctrine is on that bas- 
is. We Catholics are not chil- 
dren who need constant par- 
ental supervision, and we are 
not sheep who need constant 
tending. But this does not mean 
that we live in a child’s world 
of gingerbread houses’ and 
wolves who won’t eat Red Rid- 
ing Hood; it doesn’t prove that 
wolves who will gobble up 
sheep that wander away from 
their shepherds are imaginary. 


That there are degrees of evil 
one observes. The things that 
Puerto Rico has been practising 
are not the same as the open 
advocacy of adultery nor the 
exposing of unwanted female 
babies. But the evil is there, 
and the difference is only one 
of degree. 


Father O’Brien is on the Faculty 
of Theology at De Paul Univer- 
sity, Chicago. 
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Were they justified? | 


The fact that the people of 
Puerto Rico in such great num-} 
bers voted for something ob-| 
jectively evil does not prove 
that the people of Puerto Ricca 
are right and that the morai 
law has ceased to exist. We} 
have been saying for a long} 
time in Apologetics that evert 
if all the world decided to doj 
an evil thing, this agreement) 
of human opinion would now 
change the moral law. Whaiij 
this unanimity does show is 
that Puerto Rico is on the way 
down the road to the religious} 
poor-house. 


Whose fault that may be i: 
another bone to contend over} 
The fact of the matter is tha*} 
the people of Puerto Rico are} 
not the font of morality. In} 
truth, the political leaders seem} 
to be using the expressed will} 
of the people of Puerto Ricof 
as the font of immorality. The 
mandate of the people of Puerto} 
Rico seems to be a command tat 
sin. 


It is entirely possible for the 
people of Puerto Rico to ern 
this way because human nature! 
is not infallible in matters of 
faith and morals. In truth, hu- 
man nature is more inclined tq 
evil than to good, left to itself 
This is a generally admitted 
consequence of the sin of out 
first parents. | 
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Two Forces At Work 


That the people of Puerto 
Rico expressed their preference 
for something at variance with 
the moral law is the result of 
two forces being at work. The 
Catholic bishops represent one 
force. Economic forces and the 
huge concerted program on foot 
in Puerto Rico for the last sev- 
eral years to test the efficacy 
of Enovid as a birth control pill 
is one other. 


Anyone who thinks that the 
rather abstract ideas of good- 
ness, represented by the stand 
of the Catholic bishops, are 
going to be victorious over 
sense-goods attractively — dis- 
played is going to come face to 
face with a reality as hard- 
cased as the Puerto Rican out- 
come. It is entirely possible 
and — frankly — more proba- 
ble that an attractive sense- 
good presented to people like 
those in Puerto Rico will tri- 
umph over a remote and ab- 
stract one. 


In endeavoring to balance the 
situation, the pastoral letter of 
the Catholic bishops of Puerto 
Rico did not tamper with any- 
body’s right to vote in itself, 
nor did the bishops se2k to 
abridge the right to vote. They 
sought to prevent the mis- 
use, not the use, of a democratic 
right. ; 

The Catholic bishops entered 
the scene as anybody else has 
a right to do in an orderly 
manner — labor leader, Ma- 
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sonic official, or religious bi- 
shop. It was not the bishops 
who constituted common-law 
marriages as an evil. It was 
not the bishops who constituted 
birth control by artificial means 
as an evil. It was not the bi- 
shops who constituted neglect 
of religious instruction as an 


evil. 
If the Catholic bishops had 
been inventing evils where 


there were none, they might 
have been tampering with the 
right to vote by defrauding the 
voter. If the Catholic bishops 
had threatened punishment for 
non-existent wrongdoing, their 
efforts might be construed as 
an effort to abridge the right 
to vote. 


But it was not the Catholic 
bishops who constituted these 
things evil. It was God. It was 
not the Catholic bishops who 
indicated the first and _ last 
punishment. It was God. 


Praiseworthy Shepherds 


If the Catholic bishops had 
not spoken out as they did, 
they would have been cowardly 
hirelings. Good shepherds do 
not let their sheep go astray 
because they fear to call the 
sheep back from an evil they 
are afraid to denounce. The 
bishops would have been 
blameworthy watchmen indeed 
if they had seen these things 
coming, and had not sounded 
the warning. 


This is not the first time in 
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history that someone has had 
to be plucky enough to call 
out an unpopular warning 
against a course of action that 
is popular, but morally wrong. 
In Mark 6:18 the cry of John 
the Baptist, “It is not lawful 

. .’ has its necessary refrain 
every time evil again shows its 
head. 

There was a certain bishop, 
John Fisher by name, who was 
the John Baptist of some cen- 
turies later, who enjoyed the 
help of the Jesuits in crying 
out against the evils of his time. 

Only a few years ago, the 
Pope levelled a charge of ex- 
communication against Italian 
citizens who voted for the Com- 
munist party. 


The bishops of Puerto Rico | 
seem to stand in a goodly tra- 
dition. 

Twenty-five years from now, 
the people of Puerto Rico may 
well wish that they had heeded 
the warning of their shepherds 
in 1960. The path of Puerto Rico 
is clearly downhill from now 
on. She is following India. 

In a news report the other 
day from New Delhi, we find 
that Maharashtra is the fourth 
state in India to undertake a 
program of sterilizing males. 
Madras, Mysore and Keral al- 
ready have it. The reason: birth 
control results have been dis- 
appointing, even with Enovid 
whose effectiveness Puerto Rico 
helped to prove. 


+ + 
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Teenagers Need Moral Training 


Youth presently is handicapped inasmuch as the major 
direction of their lives is in the hands of sociologists and psy- 
chologists, neither of whom have in their scientific equipment 
what Dr. Alexis Carrel says are the two essential conditions for 
developing character: isolation and discipline. Both of these 
come under the domain of religion and morality. As long as 
youth travels in herds with their eyes fixed on a one octave 
banjo player, they are incapable of reconstructing themselves. 
As Dr. Carrel puts it: “a mode of life which imposes on every- 
one a constant effort, a psychological and moral discipline, is 
necessary. An ascetic and mystical minority would rapidly ac- 
quire an irresistible power over the self-indulgent and spineless 
majority.” Then he goes on to say that without this moral self- 
denial, the intelligence itself becomes anemic. The problem then 
is not what to do with teenagers, it is who will train them in 
the Ten Commandments and morality before they are sixteen 
and seventeen. — Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 
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Vocation Program Spreads 


Spectacular results 


UST a year ago, in February 
1960, the first report of the 
new adult education program 
for vocations appeared in THE 
Priest. At that time, the so- 
called “saturation” program 
was being pioneered in the 
Archdiocese of New York, and 
was about midway in its Sep- 
tember-through-June operation. 
Hopes were high in New York, 
and other dioceses were watch- 
ing —- many with interest, some 
a bit skeptically. 

“Fine idea,” most agreed, 
“but will it work?” 

The official answer came out 
of Cardinal Spellman’s office in 
August. In a report to his 
priests, he wrote: 

“The freshman class this Sep- 
tember (at the minor seminary ) 
will number 145. This is an in- 
crease of 52 students over last 
year, and the largest class in 8 
years.” 

There was quiet jubilation 
among the Paulist Fathers who 
had worked with Monsignor 
Thomas A. Donnellan, Chancel- 
lor of the Archdiocese of New 
York and Director of Vocations, 
to create and launch the pro- 
gram. The jubilation might 
have been a good deal noisier 
except that the Paulists realized, 
though the program had help- 
ed substantially, it could not 
take full credit for producing 
this 36% increase in vocations. 
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Monsignor Donnellan himself 
put the picture further into fo- 
cus at a clergy conference held 
last fall in the Diocese of Nor- 
wich. 


In 1957, the year before he 
took over as Director of Voca- 
tions, he told the assembled 
priests, 85 boys were admitted 
to first year in the minor sem- 
inary. In 1958 when he became 
Director, he gathered 50 live- 
wire priests into a lecture group 
and asked that they speak on 
vocations in the elementary 
schools of the archdiocese. Their 
energy was matched only by 
their fervor as they sought vo- 
cations throughout the city, the 
suburbs, and the upstate coun- 
ties spread over the archdio- 
cese’s 4,717 square miles. That 
year, there were four less stu- 
dents for first year than the 
year before. Undaunted, the 
good Monsignor sent his zealous 
lecture group out again in 1959. 
Result: two less students than 
in 1958. 

Then the picture changed 
radically. In 1960, the end of the 
first year of the adult educa- 
tion program for vocations in 
New York, there were 104 more 
applicants than in 1959. 

These figures can be decep- 
tive. Obviously no one cause is 
responsible. The continuing 
work of the young priests on 
the Vocational Council, the Vo- 
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cation Days held at the minor 
seminary, the visiting program 
at the major seminary, all con- 
tributed. But the Paulist Fa- 
thers believe that the interest 
and prayers of the clergy and 
laity, stimulated by the adult 
education program, contributed 
no little to the improved vo- 
cation picture in New York. 


A Vast Response 


At any rate, after the article 
in THE PRIEST, long distance 
phone calls, telegrams and let- 
ters from over 1,000 priests in 
almost every diocese in the 
country requesting information 
and samples, plus formal let- 
ters of inquiry from 51 Chan- 
ceries, flooded the Paulist Press 
at 180 Varick Street, New York 
City. During the first few hectic 
days, a rattled switchboard op- 
erator called a bishop ‘Your 
Majesty,” and a busy typist, 
perhaps impelled by wishful 
thinking, turned out a spate of 
letters extolling the “New York 
vacaticn program.” 

Because of the intense and 
widespread interest, Father Al- 
vin A. Illig, C.S.P., Executive 
Manager of the Paulist Press, 
founder of National Catholic 
Reading Distributors, and the 
priest who cooperated most 
closely with Monsignor Donnel- 
lan in creating the program, 
spent a month visiting 31 dio- 
ceses at the invitation of their 
bishops. He travelled across the 
country, through the south to 
California, through the north 
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back to New York, addressing 
clergy conferences, showing 
how the national vocation crisis 
applied to each specific area, 
and explaining the new voca- 
tion program. 

This past September, 14 arch- 
dioceses and dioceses embarked 
upon this unique program, as 
did the three branches of the © 
Armed Forces. Those now par- 
ticipating are: 

Louisville, Kentucky—Arch- 
bishop John A. Floersh; San 
Antonio, Texas — Archbishop 
Robert E. Lucey; Amarillo, 
Texas — Bishop John L. Mor- 
kovsky; Austin, Texas — Bish- 
op Louis J. Reicher; Charleston, 
South Carolina — Bishop Paul 
J. Hallinan; Corpus Christi, 
Texas — Bishop Mariano S. 
Garriga; Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Texas — Bishop Thomas K. 
Gorman; Galveston-Houston, 
Texas — Bishop Wendelin J. 
Nold; Great Falls, Montana — 
Bishop William J. Condon; Laf- 


ayette, Louisiana — Bishop 
Maurice Schexnayder; Norwich, 
Connecticut — Bishop Vincent 


J. Hines; Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina —- Bishop Vincent S. Wat- 
ers; Saskatoon, Sask., Canada _ 
— Bishop Francis J. Klein; Sa- | 
vannah, Georgia — Bishop | 
Thomas J. McDonough; U. S. | 
Air Force — Major General | 
Terence P. Finnegan, Che. | 
U.S.A.F.; U. S. Army — Brig. 
General William J. Moran, Che. | 
U. S. A.; U. S. Navy — Rear?) 
Admiral George A. Rosso, 
US. N. 
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Three Million Booklets 

By this coming June, more 
than 3,000,000 booklets will 
have been put into the hands of 
parents — for in their hands 
rests the power to encourage or 
discourage the vocations which 
are so necessary for our grow- 
ing population and multiplying 
needs, for the parishes and 
schools and hospitals in every 
diocese, and for the future of 
the Church in America. 

The program itself consists of 
a series of ten full-color, fully 
illustrated booklets which cover 
every aspect of the vocation 
problem. These booklets cost 
participating parishes only 6c 
each. They are distributed to all 
adult parishioners attending 
Mass on one Sunday of every 
month, September through 
June. Parents are urged to take 
them home, read them thought- 
fully, and discuss them with 
their families. 

The problem of preparation 
and production of 3,000,000 
full-color booklets is tremen- 
dous—involving as it does the 
full-time efforts of artists, de- 
signers, lay-out people, writers, 
) editors, production men, com- 
) positors and engravers and 
printers, inventory, storage and 
shipping crew. The paper alone 
for 3,000,000 booklets comes to 
100,000 pounds, or 50 tons — 
which fills two and a half 
freight cars, or loads up five 
full trailer trucks. The ink 
needed comes to 1,200 pounds. 

The magnitude of the job 
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may be gauged when it is 
realized that this year’s pro- 
gram is not the New York prc- 
gram being repeated 14 times 
for 14 archdioceses and dioceses. 
If it were, the problem would 
be the comparatively simple one 
of quantity — of putting the 
plates back on press and run- 
ning off 3,000,000 copies. 

Instead this year’s program 
consists, to all practical pur- 
poses, of 14 individual pro- 
grams, because each set of 
booklets is ‘‘custom tailored” to 
fit the local scene and statistics 
of the diocese in which it is 
used. 

It would not do, for example, 
to illustrate the skyline of New 
York in booklets destined for 
Charleston, South Carolina, or 
Amarillo, Texas. 


The Needs Vary 


Nor would it do simply to 
quote national statistics to 
prove the need for more priests, 
brothers and sisters. Each dio- 
cese has its own crying needs, 
and while all are acute, they 
vary from diocese to diocese. 
Over the past ten years, Texas 
has had an 81.9% increase in 
Catholic students, but only an 
8.7% increase in teaching sis- 
ters. The Southeast (Charleston, 
Raleigh, and Savannah) has 
had an 87% increase in stu- 
dents, a 35% increase in teach- 
ing sisters. While Louisville, 
Kentucky has 55.6% more stu- 
dents but 26% less teaching sis- 
ters than in 1950. Louisville, 
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with a 130.3% increase in pa- 
tients treated in its Catholic 
hospitals, has had a 43% in- 
crease in nursing sisters. But 
Great Falls, with a 70% in- 
crease in patients at its Catho- 
lic hospitals, has had a 48% de- 
crease in nursing sisters. 

In addition to the statistical 
changes, the Imprimatur for 
each diocese must change. All 
this necessitates extra plates 
which must be correctly posi- 
tioned on the press so that when 
the run is started, the plates are 
ready for the different diocesan 
editions. Because of the com- 
plexities of color and quantity, 
the booklets are printed on the 
most modern, high-speed, four- 
color presses in the world. To 
achieve the greatest economy, 
two different booklets in the se- 
ries are printed at one time, and 
because each diocese requires a 
different number of the book- 
lets, there is a special press set- 
up of multiple page impressions. 

These vocation booklets are 
based on the most modern pub- 
lic relations techniques — first, 
wmpact (color and design), then 
penetration (repetition of the 
same basic message from many 
different angles). An interest- 
ing example of impact is their 
psychological use of color. Col- 
ors are keyed to implement the 
positive or negative aspects of 
the text. For instance, a page 
in booklet No. 1 shows a young 
boy telling his parents he is 
thinking of becoming a priest. 
They protest. The colors used 
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for this page, while not repel- 
lent, are not attractive. The fac- 
ing page shows a young girl 
telling her parents she is think- 
ing of entering the convent. 
They approve. The colors used 
are light and cheerful. 


Simple in Operation 


It all sounds complicated? A 
boy in the shipping room could 
bring the program crashing, 
and without half trying. Con- 
sider: the Paulist Press ships 
out each month’s booklets, not 
to the dioceses, but to each sub- 
scribing parish in each diocese. 
This means that the right par- 
ishes in the right dioceses must 
be sent the right booklets, with 
the right Imprimatur, at the 
right time, and in the right 
quantity. With each shipment 
goes a pulpit announcement 
about the current booklet. At 
the same time, press releases 
and photographs of each 
month’s booklet go out to all 
vocation directors — one ver- 
sion for their Catholic news- 
papers and the other for their 
daily papers. 

As a follow-up to last year’s 
program in New York, the) 
Paulist Press has created two 
vocation posters — one on the) 
priesthood, the other on the re- | 
ligious life — which are being } 
displayed at the front of class- | 
rooms in all the schools of the 
archdiocese. Vocation prayer 
cards are being distributed to) 
the students. 

A problem being wrestled 
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with now is the distribution of 
the vocation booklets in nation- 
al parishes. Father Illig is se- 
riously investigating the possi- 
bilities of translating the series 
into Spanish, for the Spanish- 
speaking areas of North and 
South America. 


Next year? From interest be- 
ing shown by bishops in all dio- 


be distributed between Septem- 
ber 1961 and June 1962. 
Father Illig will be happy *o 
explain the adult education 
program for vocations to clergy 
conferences, at the invitation of 
the Most Reverend Bishops. If 
you are interested in seeing 
samples of the entire vocation 
series, write: Rev. Alvin A. 
Illig, C.S.P., Paulist Press, 180 


ceses, there is every indication 


Varick Street, New York 


| that over 5,000,000 booklets will N.Y. 
+ + 

+ ¢ ¢ 
+ + 
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That 1928 Election 


Apropos the latest pre-election bigotry drive in America, a 
friend who recalls the turmoil over Al Smith’s Presidential 
candidature in 1928 tells me it still lacks some of the pictur- 
esque features of that period, for example the Praying Ladies 
of Connecticut who hired an empty shop in one of the prin- 
cipal towns and prayed loudly to Heaven in relays, day and 
night, for the downfall of Smith and Popery. 


They were terrifying ladies with tight mouths and brassey 
voices, he said. If they did not intimidate Al Smith they cer- 
tainly put fear into the citizenry. The odds against Smith were 
of course much heavier than those against Kennedy, since apart 
being a tool of Rome the humble Smith wore a brown derby 
and used the words like “Hiya!” and ‘“Youse guys.” American 
Democracy was thus doubly in peril. 


There were also those rumors that Al Smith’s first act as 
President would be to order an underground tunnel connecting 
the White House with the Vatican, but barely 50 per cent 
of the opposition took this threat seriously.—Pasquin, in the 
London Universe. 
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Recruiting More Sisters 


SISTER AGNES EUGENIA, S.C.L. 


Or of the great problems to- 
day in the Church in the 
United States is that of voca- 
tions to the Sisterhoods. Bish- 
ops and priests throughout the 
country are continually seek- 
ing more Sisters to staff dio- 
cesan institutions, and Mothers 
General reluctantly decline be- 
cause they do not have enough 
members to fill these needs as 
well as those of the religious 
communities’ own works in 
hospitals, schools, orphanages, 
and homes for the aged. All 
persons associated with Cath- 
olic apostolic works realize the 
grave need for an increase in 
vocations to the Sisterhoods. 
None is more concerned with 
this problem than are the cler- 
gy. What is the opinion of 
priests about this need and 
how can they help to remedy 
it? 
The writer is grateful to a 
group of priests throughout the 


country who. graciously an- 
swered a questionnaire on vo- 


cations to the Sisterhoods. An- 
swers came from clergy en- 
gaged in various. activities: 


pastors of large city parishes 


and those in country towns; 
priests teaching in parochial! 
Sister Agnes Eugenia writes 
from St. John’s Hospital, Hel- 
ena. 
120 


Practical advice 


high schools and in colleges; a 
moderator of a Newman Club 
at a large Midwestern univer- 
sity; diocesan vocation direc- 
tors: a spiritual director of Sis- 
ters, and two religious priests | 
nationally known for their 
work in the vocation field. The 
material in this article is the 
composite of opinions given by 
these clergymen. 


The first question the writer 
asked was why young wo- 
men fail to follow a religious 
vocation. Most of the priests 
agreed that the major causes 
were the spirit of worldliness, 
selfishness, and the inability to 
make - sacrifices. What can 
priests do to eliminate these 
causes? 


Since the home is probably 
the best environment for fos- 
tering religious vocations (both 
to the priesthood and to the 
Sisterhood), the parish priest 
should endeavor to see that the 
homes of his people: are truly 
Catholic. Through his influ- 
ence, families can be encour- | 
aged to receive the Sacraments | 
frequently, to develop a great) 
love for the Blessed Sacra- | 
ment (some pastors sponsor | 
Perpetual Adoration in their) 
parishes), to instill filial devo- 
tion to the Blessed Mother and 
to St. Joseph, to participate ac-. 
tively in parish organizations, 
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to do spiritual works of mercy. 
The pastor (and his assistants) 
can keep the subject of voca- 
tions in the mind of the parish- 
ioners through sermons, by 
talks to various organizations, 
by daily prayers after Mass for 
vocations, by occasionally offer- 
ing Mass for this announced in- 
tention. and by bringing into 
the parish, priests and religious 
women to speak to parents and 
young people about religious 
vocations. 

It is most important that the 
parish priest should know his 


young people and encourage 

them to do apostolic work such 
} as projects promoted by 
| Legion of Mary or the Sodality 


the 


of Our Lady; care for the altar 


‘and linens; assisting the pastor 


in promoting the liturgy in the 
visiting the sick, the 
aged and the poor of the parish. 
In working so closely with his 
youthful parishioners, the 
priest will discover those who 
by their qualities of mind and 


‘character show signs of a true 
' vocation. With these especially 


can he prudently direct atten- 


tion to the ideal of religious 
- life, clear away misunderstand- 
} ings they may have, and devel- 
«op in them habits of piety and 
) devotion. 
' confessional the priest can di- 
} rect souls and encourage those 


Above all, in the 


who have the seeds of vocations 


} to bring them to fruition. Many 
| pastors regard the confessional 
» as the best means to use in de- 
| veloping religious vocations. 
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Days of Recollection 

Some of the priests answer- 
ing the questionnaire suggest- 
ed days of recollection or clos- 
ed retreats for their young pa- 
rishioners. ‘In retreat,” said 
one priest with years of experi- 
ence, “we ‘distill’ our thoughts 
out of their daily absorptions, 
and in prayer and meditation 
consider the ‘one thing neces- 
sary.’”’ Another priest sug- 
gested, “Closed retreats have a 
powerful way of getting men 
and women to make the final 
decision which has been hang- 
ing in the balance for a long 
time.” 

Priests who teach in high 
school or college can be a pow- 
erful force in fostering voca- 
tions. By contact in the class 
room or in his counseling, the 
teacher by his own priestly ex- 
ample can illustrate to the 
young under his’ instruction 
how happy a person can be in 
the service of God. By his 
constant esteem and respect for 
religious women, the priest can 
demonstrate to youth the im- 
portance and dignity of the 
Sisterhood. Using his good in- 
fluence over young people, the 
priest-teacher can make stu- 
dents become more vocation- 
minded, prudently discourage 
steady dating, emphasize the 
advantage of spiritual growth, 
inspire youth to seek the high- 
er ideals that the world rejects, 
and urge them to be self- 
sacrificing. Youth is a hero- 
worshipper, and an exemplary 
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priest — young or old — is a 
challenge for emulation. 

Some pastors might wish to 
promote the Vocation Project 
sponsored in recent years in a 
number of cities. The project, 
patterned along the line of the 
‘Science Fair, drew 25,000 and 
45,000, respectively, in Pitts- 
field and Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts; it drew crowds in 
Chicago. Thirty-two members 
of the Serra Club in Mankato, 
Minnesota (population 31,000) 
sponsored an amazingly suc- 
cessful “fair.” The value of 
the project, according to Paul 
Theurer (Ave Maria, January 
9, 1960) is that the life and 
apostolic works of communities 
are explained and “advertised”’ 
not only to youth but also to 
their parents who too often 
have a misconception of reli- 
gious life. 


Parental Objections 


Spiritual directors, priest and 
Sister-counselors of young peo- 
ple find that the majority of 
those who express the desire to 
enter the religious Sisterhoods 
have a major obstacle in par- 
ental objections. Parents do 
not ordinarily oppose a son’s 
entering the seminary as they 
do a daughter’s entering reli- 
gious life. Priests answering 
the questionnaire listed the fol- 
lowing reasons for parents 
voicing objections: the daugh- 
ter in religion seems to be to- 
tally cut off from the family; 
priest-sons are able to return 
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home often for a visit; the life | 
priests live is not so confining 
as is religious life in a convent; 
there is more honor and dignity 
attached to the priesthood. 

Some parents object to the 
religious habits worn by Sisters; | 
others fear that the daughter is 
not certain of her vocation or 
will not be happy in the reli-— 
gious life which parents feel is 
too regimented. (It is worthy of 
note here to comment that 
those same “fearful” parents do 
not hesitate to approve an 
early marriage for their | 
daughters.) Many parents, and 
these often are Catholics, do 
not understand the real purpose 
of a novitiate and consider it 
a stigma if the daughter re- 
turns home from the convent. 
Then there are those spiritually 
myopic parents who are just 
plain selfish and do not want 
to sacrifice a daughter to the 
service of God. 

Can anything be done to 
eliminate these parental objec- 
tions? The priests answering’ 
the questionnaire thought so.. 
They suggested especially that. 
communities of Sisters relax: 
their rules about home visits, , 
modernize the religious habit,, 
and permit their members to) 
participate more fully in vari-: 
ous apostolic works. Father’ 
Charles Paris in The Catholic: 
World (February, 1960) points: 
out that “the most obvious; 
item for objection is the pres-- 
ent form of dress... A hun-: 
dred years ago the Mother 
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“Foundress used an adaptation 
.of the normal female clothing 
‘of the day. Why cannot the 
|Mother General in this twen- 
}tieth century do likewise? ... 
|The Catholic girl raised in a 
‘generation accustomed to lib- 
,erty in clothing styles is natur- 
_ally reluctant to box herself in 
layers of starched linen and 
i superfluous cloth.” 


) Father Paris believes that the 
«“archaic customs by which Sis- 
‘ters live and do their apostolic 
) work” should be changed. He 
»holds that teaching nuns should 
jnot be restricted in their activi- 

ties so that they are not a part 
of the life stream of the par- 

ish. He speaks out emphatical- 
‘ly in favor of individuality 
jrather than regimentation in 
“community life. 


Parental Gratitude 


i] 

| Priests who meet parental 
‘objections might find useful 
| the material which the writer 
eeured from parents of Sisters. 
_ These parents expressed their 
fgratitude for their daughters’ 
| vocations, and felt that their 
‘families had been especially 
blessed. Some remarked that 
jhaving a daughter in religion 
) helped to create a greater bond 
famong the members of their 
family; others were cognizant 
'of the spiritual benefits receiv- 
;ed by the family. Almost all 
parents commenting regarded 
ithe daughter in religion as 


children; one parent said sig- 
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closer to them than their other 


nificantly, ‘The one we thought 
we lost is the one we can now 
depend upon.” 


The parents questioned were 
asked what advice they would 
give today to parents whose 
daughter expressed the wish to 
join a religious community. 
Typical answers were: 


“Don’t selfishly interfere; 
encourage her and pray; give 
her your blessing; let her know 
what she is giving up.” 


“IT would tell them that they 
and not their daughters are the 
chosen ones. Never stand in 
the way of a child wanting to 
accept God’s will. Our call is 
to let her go.” (Stated by a 
mother whose oldest daughter 
entered religion). 


“I think that parents should 
know the joys and satisfactions 
to be experienced in later 
years. God seems to supply 
many graces after the initial 
sacrifice is made.” (Comment 
by a widowed mother whose 
only child entered the _ con- 
vent). 

“Remember God is the giver 
of all we have. He can take 
away too.In a purely business- 
like way of looking at it, be on 
God’s side and be safe and 
happy. Encourage your daugh- 
tere (Opinion of a _ father 
whose daughter has been in 
religion over 15 years). 

“A  God-speed-you-and-di- 
rect-you to both parents and 
daughter; it is my firm convic- 
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tion that parents do not lose 
their daughter when she joins 
a community, but rather, in a 
true sense, parents are adopted 
into the community itself; .. . 
it is very like a warm, loving 
‘in-law’ relationship, with spir- 
itual returns to the parents.” 
(Answer given by a mother of 
a large family whose oldest 
daughter made her vows only a 
few years ago). 


“Object at first; if she can’t 
give you a good argument, she 
probably hasn’t a _ vocation.” 
(Judgment of a non-Catholic 
father with a daughter who has 
been a Sister for ten years). 


Advertising Recommended 


Modern America realizes the 
impact of advertising which 
has become an integral part of 
our life. Should the good as- 
pects of advertising be applied 
to publicizing religious voca- 
tions? Most of the priests re- 
plying to the questionnaire an- 
swered affirmatively. Sugges- 
tions they made included: 1) 
brochures presenting the spirit 
and the work of religious com- 
munities; 2) open houses at 
convents or at the motherhous- 
es; 3) panel discussions on the 
religious life for parents and 
youth; 4) attendance at cere- 
monies of reception of the hab- 
it or of profession of first vows. 


One priest cautioned, “The 
young must know you (Sis- 
ters) and your work, and be 
attracted to you before they 
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can join you. But I do not be- 
lieve in the wisdom of ‘glam--: 
orizing’ the Sister’s life— ala 
Hollywood! — as is done in a 
few periodicals.” 

Another priest commented: 
“In general, I believe that the 
publicity we get from Holly- 
wood in their movies doesn’t do 
the Vocation Apostolate much 
good. They try to make out! 
that religious are ‘real’ people,,. 
thereby meaning that they are: 
just like the rest. Our public- 
ity should stress the spirit of’ 
sacrifice in vocations, the great: 
work done that the common 
laity can’t do, the nobility of a 
life dedicated to Christ and the: 
work of the Church. On the 
other hand, we should not give: 
the idea that religious are su- 
permen, of a different mold 
from ordinary men and wo- 
men; people with ordinary tal- 
ents and abilities should feel 
that they truly can have a real 
vocation and are actually being 
called by Christ to answer His 
call: ‘Come,' follow Me.’ ” 

When all is said and done, 
no advertising is so good as the 
personal contact. “The best 
publicity is happy, smiling Sis- 


ters doing their work for} 
Christ,” advised one priest. 
“Priests should _ encourage: 


young women who they ob-. 
serve have the fitness for reli-: 
gious life to visit and talk with) 
the Sisters, see them in their: 
surroundings in order to break 
down the barrier of the mys- 
tery of convent life.” 
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When? 


A final point of discussion 
) centers around the question, 
' “When should young women 
/ enter the religious life?” One 
} cannot give an answer that 
would apply to all. Individual 
cases vary according to partic- 
ular circumstances, but the 
/ consensus of opinion among the 
i priests answering the question- 
4 naire was that the best time for 
jentrance is immediately after 

' finishing high school. Why? 

' “Persons of this age are not 
Stoo independent and are more 
i flexible; they are more easily 
“trained; in any profession one 
4 does not delay but immediate- 
Sly starts for the goal.” 


' “Most of the delaying tactics 
4 are only temporizing and the 
sooner the young women are 
removed from the deceiving al- 
Tlure of the world and the devil 
and placed in the spiritual hav- 
en of religious life the better.” 

Some priests have advocated 
a year or two of college in cas- 
‘es of individuals who may need 
to mature. Possibly this matur- 


Se 


‘ying influence before religious 
are assigned to a work of the 
feermminity will be taken care 
i of in the Sister Formation pro- 
(igram now adopted by many 
‘communities in the United 
‘States 


| A priest in the Midwest, who 
‘}for years has been deeply in- 
/terested in developing voca- 
‘/tions, is a firm believer in as- 
|pirant schools. He says that 
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many girls lose their vocations 
during the high school years. 
This same pastor made another 
suggestion: 

“T frequently take girls to 
visit postulants; I get all sev- 
enth and eighth-grade girls to- 
gether and explain the religi- 
ous life; over and over again I 
speak to those who look like 
possible vocation material. At 
present we have a group of 
over 50 who are going to a PO- 
VO (Possible Vocation) Camp 
next weekend from our parish 
high school. We had the same 
thing last June for over 90 
girls. Will they all join? No. 
But there will be a lot more 
than if we did not have it.” 


Directors and counselors 
should stress with youth that a 
religious vocation is a gift of 
God. “We cannot sell a voca- 
tion; we can only develop it,” 
remarked an experienced spiri- 
tual director. “Religious life 
is no place for immature per- 
sons; it is a life of surrender, 
of dedication and of consecra- 
tion; happiness comes through 
service gladly given to God by 
serving one’s fellowmen.” 


Father Godfrey Poage, C.P. 
calls attention to what Pope 
Pius XII lists as necessary for 
more vocations: prayer, re- 
splendent example of religious, 
and the techniques necessary 
to induce a young person to 
make the practical judgment, 
“The religious life is good for 
me.” 
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‘Dear Ex-Seminarian... 


EUGENE J. DOUGHERTY 


GST RERINE De Hueck has 
addressed many letters to 
the “Dear Seminarian,” but so 
far no one has written a word 
of advice to the “Dear Ex- 
Seminarian.” Why does the 
“salt of the earth” lose its savor 
so quickly? When a boy leaves 
the seminary, overnight he of- 
ten changes his bright smiling 
face into a frowning shifty- 
eyed demeanor. Does this mean 
that he is no longer in the grace 
of God? It would seem this way 
to many. There is always the 
hum of busybodies whispering 
“I told you so” to each other. 
Parents take it as a personal 
blow to their own “righteous- 
ness,” and the relatives sympa- 
thize with an inward sense of 
well-being. “He always had a 
temper. I never thought he 
would stick it out, anyway.” 
There are many reasons why 
a boy leaves the seminary, and 
it is impossible for us to pig- 
eonhole these. Each case is dif- 
ferent. And furthermore, on 
the supernatural level, the 
ways of the Holy Ghost are 
often not the ways of man. 
Supposing that a boy is 
shipped from the seminary (a 
very uncharitable phrase) be- 
cause of studies, conduct, or 


A Pittsburgh priest, Father 
Dougherty is stationed at St. 
Mary's, 46th Street. 
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He needs attention | 


character, what then? With 
some individuals it is a case: 
of vocation, vacation, dissipa-- 
tion, with the familiar “cor- 
ruptio optimi pessima.” How- 


ever, thank God, this is not 
the usual case. 

Having received his Bon 
Voyage from the rector, our: 


Ex-Seminarian avoids meeting 
his classmates to say goodbye 
or offer explanations. Already 
a sense of guilt hangs over: 
him like a somber cloud. Ev- 
erything is hazy. It was not dif- 
ficult to pass along each year 
without thinking. There was 
always a nice safe goal ahead, 
so why think? Now there i 
no goal, no security, no noth- 
ing — just questions to be an 
swered at home. Why? Why? 


And the questions do come. 
Oftentimes the unfortunate la 
cannot give an explanation o 
why he was dismissed. Is thi 
strange? No, since many a sin 
cere fellow, though repeatedly 
reprimanded, does not realiz 
the chinks in his character; he 
does not consider the fact that 
these rough spots are serious 
enough to keep him from the 
priesthood. No matter 
“bad” the boy is, he still feels 
some injustice at being tol 
that he is not fit to continue i 
the seminary. 


At home, then, our Ex- 
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Seminarian has the mixed 
feelings of guilt, injustice, and 
being lost. His parents are not 
much help, for he has shatter- 
ed their dreams; his brothers 
and sisters finally have proof 
that he is no better than they, 
and often allude to this -in 
family quarrels; and the par- 
ish priest — the which? — does 
he exist? 

Even before our Seminarian 
added the prefix ‘Ex’ to his 
name, the pastor might have 
been the casual type: “Hello, 
Joe. Glad to see you’re home. 
Well, excuse me, I must get my 
Office in. You'll be doing this 
some day. Don’t forget to stop 
in before you go back.” Joe 
might have improved with a 
little help. But now that Joe 
is Mister ‘Ex,’ the pastor is 
not even casual. 

Then, again, Mister “Ex” 
might have had a stern pastor 
who quite rightly “put the 
finger” on him in his summer 
letter to the rector. But now 
that Mister “Ex” is home, he 
is no longer the pastor’s re- 
sponsibility. 

Shame — Embarrassment 

The Ex-Seminarian will not 
seek out the parish priest in 
his trouble. He is plagued with 
a sense of shame or embarrass- 
ment; he just cannot face him. 
(This is especially true in the 
case of girls who at one time 
studied to be nuns.) It is the 
duty of the priest to meet the 
Ex-Seminarian in his greatest 
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hour of need. The next few 
months will be the most diffi- 
cult, a period when the young 
man needs guidance, someone 
he can obey, for he is not used 
to walking alone. Someone 
must help him make decisions. 


In regard to the question of 
whether the boy should enter 
another. seminary, the priest 
should .- watch the boy more 
closely ‘and consult the semi- 
nary authorities. The stand- 
ards set-up in seminaries differ 
at times throughout the coun- 
try, being sometimes depend- 
ent on the needs of the respec- 
tive diocese. As one rector put 
it, ‘“‘We reject better men than 
they ordain in some seminar- 
ies.” 

When the parents “have a 
vocation,” it is sometimes dif- 
ficult for the parish priest to 
dissuade them from forcing 
their “proxy” into another 
seminary. One means of over- 
coming this, when the case has 
no merits, is by suggesting a 
trial period at home so that 
the boy can adjust himself once 
again and thereby forestall a 
second mistake. 


At the present time while the 
country is unsettled, many an 
Ex-Seminarian joins the armed 
forces in order to take up.his 
time. This gives him a certain 
sense of security in that it 
identifies him once again with 
a group. Yet, usually, this 
merely puts the problem of 
readjustment off to a later 
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date; and when the boy leaves 
the service, he is confronted 
with the same problem. 


One of the biggest jobs of 
the parish priest is to help the 
Ex-Seminarian re-establish his 
values, not only with his fam- 
ily but also with the parish. 
Even if objectively there is 
nothing wrong’ with the boy, 
nevertheless, there will always 
be a certain mark on him and 
a suspicion in the  people’s 
mind. The priest should be seen 
with the Ex-Seminarian and 
should find excuses to have 
him at the rectory. Let it be 
known that he is a “Good Joe.” 


Of course, this is more than 
a mere job for the priest; it is 
a good investment. Every Ex- 
Seminarian can be a big asset 
to the parish. He should be 
able to carry out a few of the 
duties of the deacons of the 
early Church. There are always 
jobs to be done: teaching cate- 
chism, organizing a choir, in- 
structing the altar boys, work- 
ing with the Saint Vincent de 
Paul or Holy Name Society. 

All of these activities will 
help the Ex-Seminarian make 
the transition from seminary 
life back to the world. Read- 
justment is the big problem, 
and the first few months are 
the most difficult. There is no 
reason why the boy should dis- 
continue going to Mass regul- 
arly. Frequent reception of the 
Sacraments and the daily ro- 
sary are as necessary for him 
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now as they were in the semi- 
nary. This will take the en- 
couragement and guidance of 
the parish priest. 


Companionship—Employment 


If the parish priest helps- 
shoulder the burden of the Ex- 
Seminarian for the first few 
months, the problem will often 
resolve itself. And this will 
most often happen in the form 
of a good Catholic girl. 


One final item in which the 
priest should take an interest 
is the Ex-Seminarian’s em- 
ployment. Because of the high- 
ly technical work in our mod- 
ern society, every skilled job 
requires a certain amount of 
training. Now, the training re- 
ceived in a seminary is not 
easily adapted to many of these 
positions. And in the teaching 
profession a Bachelor of Arts 
in Philosophy (in the case of 
older seminarians) does not 
qualify one to teach English in 
the local high school. So it is 
that many boys will find it dif- 
ficult to find jobs to their lik- 
ing, if they are unable to con- 
tinue studies in another pro- 
fession. Here again the priest 
can do his utmost to help the 
boy obtain a decent job on a 
par with his ability and train- 
ing. 

Only with the help of the 
parish priest will an Ex-Semi- 
narian develop into a lay apos- 
tle, become settled in his com- 
munity, and work out his eter- 
nal salvation. 
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Semantic Antics 


We are truly catholic 


ECENTLY we have noticed 

that our Protestant friends 
have begun to apply to them- 
selves a name their grandpar- 
ents would have abhorred. In 
books and articles we discover 
Protestants of a dozen varieties 
speaking of their “Catholic” 
heritage. Protestant vigilantes 
leap to their typewriters to cor- 
rect editors who fail to dis- 
tinguish ‘Roman Catholics” 
from just plain “Catholics” like 
themselves. 

Bishop Pike tells us he left 
the Catholic Church to join the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
order to approach true Catho- 
licity. And the Anglicans are 
not alone. Lutheran periodicals 
discuss the theological differ- 
ences between “Catholic” com- 
munions such as their own and 
the “Protestant” dissenters. 
Presbyterian preachers prepare 
sermons on the Catholic orien- 
tation of the Reformed faith. 


Time was when to call a 
Lutheran or Baptist a Catholic 
was to court an argument or 
fist fight. Some of our separat- 
ed brethren even went to the 
trouble of altering the Apostles 
Creed to read “Christian” in- 
stead of “Catholic” Church. 


Now I suppose we do not 
really mind these semantic car- 
ryings on. We hold no copy- 
right from the Library of Con- 
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gress on the term Catholic. It 
does seem to be a bit more 
tidy if Catholics are Catholics 
and Protestants are Protestants 
but times change and so do 
theological fashions. 

We should point out, how- 
ever, that two can play this 
game. If our brethren now wish 
to appropriate a label long as- 
sociated with the Romanist 
obedience we might try a little 
poaching in their preserves as 
well. 


For example, who would 
deny that we are Baptists to a 
man? Every Catholic has re- 
ceived the sacrament of baptism 
either by immersion or pour- 
ing depending on his rite. Pre- 
sumably Catholics in Atlanta 
and Mobile could also qualify as 
Southern Baptists. Historians 
estimate that the Catholic 
Church has so far baptized at 
least 5 billion people, far more 
than the American denomina- 
tion which goes by the name 
“Baptist.” 


With more than 16,500 con- 
gregations in the U.S. alone, we 
naturally lay claim to the title 
Congregationalists. We all be- 
long to a particular congrega- 
tion and the Church itself is 
governed under the Holy Father 
by a number of Sacred Congre- 
gations. 


We like to think that we are 
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also Disciples of Christ, As- 
semblies of God, the Church of 
the Nazarene, the Church of 
Christ, the Church of God. We 
include in our ranks Old Catho- 
lics; middle aged and young 
Catholics. 


Are We Not Orthodox? 


If we did not believe we were 
Orthodox we would forfeit our 
claim to belong to the one 
Church founded by Our Lord 
and entrusted with the truths 
of salvation. 


Despite the surface indiffer- 
ence of many parishioners in 
our metropolitan parishes we 
might also stake our claim to 
the title of Friends. Most Catho- 
lics past the age of six seem to 
maintain a silence during Mass 
which rivals that of the Quak- 
er meeting. 


John Wesley’s Methodists 
got that name because they ad- 
vocated a method of Christian 
living which embraced regular 
church attendance, daily prayer, 
fasting and frequent com- 
munion. A devout Catholic fol- 
lows the same method. 

As we know, Presbyterian 
means the rule of elders and 
rarely does a priest receive 
episcopal consecration until he 
either turns gray or loses his 
hair. 

The Episcopalians receive 
their church name from the fact 
that their denomination is gov- 
erned by bishops but we Ro- 
manists can count many times 
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the number of Anglican bish- 
ops. 


Upholding the primacy of the 
spiritual in the face of a grow- 
ing materialism we have every ~ 
right to be known as Spiritual- 
ists. 


Many of our co-religionists 
can qualify as Christian Scient- 
ists of the highest order, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Pasteur, 
Marconi, and Mendel. 


The same folks who now like 
to latch on to the suddenly 
popular term “Catholic” go to 
great lengths to explain that 
“Protestant” means not so 
much to protest as to witness. 
On this ground we Catholics 
may be pardoned if we try on 
the term “Protestant” for size, 
since we too witness to the 
truths of the gospel. 


We could continue this litany 
of denominational labels but 
we might just say that we will 
be content to be known as 
Catholics, Roman _— Catholics, 
Papists, Romanists or what have 
you if our Protestant neighbors 
will be content to be known as 
Protestants. To those who ques- 
tion the practical wisdom of 
this suggestion, I would offer a 
simple empirical test: ‘““The next 
time you visit a strange town, 
Reverend, tell the first cab 
driver you see to take you to 
the nearest Catholic Church. 
He may not know much the- 
ology but he knows where to 
find the Catholic Church.” 
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Why Filthy Literature ? 


A Red tool? 


OB newspaper headline 

read: “Girl Attacker Says 
Movie Inspired Him.” The ar- 
ticle went on to relate the story 
of a handsome 21-year-old 
youth who attended a movie 
advertised as for “adults only.” 
After the movie he attacked a 
20-year-old girl, hit her on the 
back of the head with a paving 
brick, and left her half-dead 
on the street. The interesting 
thing about this story is the 
confession of the young man: 
“TI never had anything affect 
me like that [movie] before. It 
was about a sex maniac who 
murders three or four women. 
I wanted to go out and do the 
same thing that he did.” 


Another newspaper article in 
a large metropolitan daily be- 
gan with the caption: ‘Slayers, 
Ten and Twelve, Got Idea from 
Vee 


J. Edgar Hoover _ tersely 
summed up the dangerous cur- 
rent moral situation, emanat- 
ing from the most revolting 
printed matter imaginable, in 
these words: ‘The increase in 
the number of sex crimes is 
due precisely to sex literature 
madly presented in certain 
magazines. Filthy literature is 
the great moral wrecker. It is 


pore Hayes is a priest of New- 
ark. 
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creating criminals faster than 
jails can be built.” 


Speaking before the Post 
Office and Civil Service Sub- 
committee of the House of 
Representatives during the in- 
vestigation of the mailing of 
obscene and pornographic ma- 
terial, chief inspector David H. 
Stevens stated: “Time after 
time in our investigations of 
armed robbery, extortion, em- 
bezzlement and forgery, it is 
learned that those responsible 
for such crimes were early col- 
lectors of obscene pictures and 
films. Also in the many vicious 
murders and other sex crimes 
with which all law enforce- 
ment agencies come into con- 
tact, itis often disclosed that 
criminals responsible were ad- 
dicts to pornographic and sad- 
ist material.” 


A Detroit police inspector, 
Herbert W. Case, made this 
telling declaration before a 


Senate Subcommittee, based 
upon his many years as a law 
enforcement official: “I have 
yet to see a sex murder case in 
the history of the Detroit Police 
Department but that I can 
show you obscene literature.” 


Testimony of law enforce- 
ment officials, psychologists, 
social workers, Congressional 
committees, together with 
heartbroken parents, clergy- 
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Serving the Catholic Church. 


CCS area offices 
* CCS Campaigns presently underway 
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Community Counselling Service, Inc. 
| Catholic Fund Raising and Public Relations 
Offices Throughout The United States and Canada 


international Headquarters: Empire State Building, New York 1,N.Y., OXford 5-1175 


Other Offices in: 
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MONTREAL, P. Q. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


You may call, or wire us collect, 
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men of all faiths, and concern- 
ed citizens from every corner 
of our country point out the 
deep-rooted problem of im- 
morality in all-too-large a seg- 
ment of our entertainment and 
recreation. 

Obscene printed matter, 
questionable motion pictures 
and television programming, 
pornographic mailed material 
to youths throughout the coun- 
try—all are having a profound 
adverse affect on the moral 
fibre, particularly of young 
people. Morality is our busi- 
ness as priests. We must con- 
tinue to run effective CYO pro- 
grams. We must continue to 
face educational problems. We 
have a thousand and one im- 
portant duties in the course of 
our regular ministry, but un- 
less we take effective steps to 
stamp out the widespread con- 
certed attack upon our moral 
standards then we should not 
be surprised that, in spite of 
our best efforts in so many 
other fields, moral problems 
continue to grow in our midst. 
Last year the traffic in printed 
obscenity alone far exceeded 
$500,000,000. With such a 
widespread attack on our mor- 
al ideals, how can our people 
remain unaffected? 


What Is The Motive? 


The traffic in pornography 
and obscenity is a particularly 
loathesome business fraught 
with special dangers for youths. 
Why is this problem growing 
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both quantitatively and quali- 
tatively? The amount of print- 
ed filth is phenomenal and the 
type of material is sinking to 
unbelievable depths. 


First of all, this is a big busi- 
ness and there are those who 
do not scruple to make money 
even if it is at the expense of 
souls. 


Second, parents and adults in 
general do not realize that the 
problem is as serious and im- 
minent as it is. There is an 
unfortunate and dangerous 
spirit of indifference. 


Third, in recent years certain 
ultra-liberal court decisions 
have had the effect of opening 
the door to more and worse 
pornography and obscenity, of 
frustrating law - enforcement 
officials, and of over-stressing 
the “rights” of the minority 
engaging in this revolting busi- 
ness to the detriment of the 
rights of the majority interest- 
ed in protecting their country 
and their families. 


But perhaps there is another 
reason. A few facts are worth 
pondering. 

There is now available a 
synthesis of a textbook on 
“psychopolitics’” used by. Mos- 
cow in their long-range plan to 
weaken America. The man who 
has brought this material to 
light says that for obvious rea- 
sons he cannot prove its au- 
thenticity by disclosing the 
sources of his information. One 
paragraph is significant: 
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“By making readily available 
drugs of various kinds, by giv- 
ing the teenager alcohol, by 
praising his wildness, by stimu- 
lating him with sex literature 

. . the psychopolitical opera- 
tor can create the necessary at- 
titude of chaos, idleness and 
worthlessness into which can 
then be cast the solution which 
will give the teenager complete 
freedom everywhere — Com- 
munism.” 


‘Fourth Dimensional Warfare’ 


The House of Representa- 
tives Committee also called 
“fourth dimensional warfare,” 
combat aimed at destroying an 
enemy by non-military means. 
“This is a combat. science 
which has been developed by 
the Communists to its highest 
degree in the history of civili- 
zation.” (86th Congress, 2nd 
Session, Feb. 25, 1960, p. 1287) 


In volume seven of the Little 
Lenin Library we read: ‘‘Mor- 
ality taken from outside of hu- 
man society does not exist for 
us; it is a fraud. For us moral- 
ity is subordinated to the in- 
terests of the proletarian class- 
struggle.” If we were to con- 
sult the Large Soviet Encyclo- 
pedia, volume 30, we would 
find a definition and explana- 
tion of morality: ‘That is mor- 
al which serves the destruction 
of the old exploitive society... 
creating the new society of 
Communists ... the only scien- 
tific criterion of morality is the 
defense of the interests of the 


February / 1961 


victory of Communism.” By 
this standard, the most repul- 
sive crimes, the most disgust- 
ing obscenity is legal and, 
when occasion warrants, de- 
sirable. 


Fortunately, a few of the 
members of our Congress are 
well aware of the situation and 
are anxious to take steps to 
stem the tide of Communism 
and also to root out immorality 
from recreation and communi- 
cations. One such member of 
the House >f Representatives 
called to our attention a set 
of “Rules for Bringing about 
Revolution,” found at the 
headquarters of a revolution- 
ary organization in Duessel- 
dorf shortly after the origin- 
al 1917 Communist — revolu- 
tion: 

“Corrupt the young. Get 
them away from religion. Get 
them interested in sex. Make 
them superficial, destroy 
their ruggedness . .. 


“Get control of all means 
of publicity and thereby get 
people’s minds off their gov- 
ernment by focusing their 
attention upon athletics, sexy 
books and plays and other 
trivialities.” 

Interior Decay 


Rarely has a_ civilization 
collapsed because of external 
might, but practically all the 
great civilizations have col- 
lapsed because of decay from 


within. How well Moscow 
knows that! Would it not be 
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foolish to assume that they 
have not been using that prin- 
ciple with reference to the 
United States? No wonder the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee is anxious to im- 
press the public that “the chief 
arena of conflict has now shift- 
ed from the military to the 
nonmilitary.” . (86th Congress, 
2nd Session, Feb. 25, 1960, p. 
1287) 


Is it any wonder then that 
the undercover agent for the 
FBI, Herbert Philbrick, point- 
ed out that by 1945 the Reds 
were so entrenched in the en- 
tertainment industry that at 
times it was next to impos- 
sible to get a job unless you 
were a Communist or fellow- 
traveler? 


Is it surprising to hear one 
ex-Communist say that a man 
most active and powerful in 
the field of obscene and sadis- 
tic printed matter worked with 
her in the party as far back 
as 1936? 


Is it surprising to read the 
words of a secular columnist, 
speaking of Communist infil- 
tration into TV, say: “Fact is, 
many of them have _ stepped 
back into TV already ... 

“Tt all may seem as far-fetch- 
ed as a Fuchs story, but they’re 
there, working away, dedicated, 
disciplined, and with a very 
effective weapon at their dis- 
posal.” 


In July 1955, a Federal 
grand jury in New York hand- 
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ed down an indictment against 


Samuel Roth, a 60-year-old 
publisher. The _ indictment 
charged Roth with sending 


pornographic publications 
through the mail. Listed in the 
indictment was a firm, Re- 
mainder Book Company of 
New York City, owned by Phil- 
ip S. Foner, identified by a 
witness as far back as 1940 as 
a member of the Communist 
Party. Mr. Foner, when asked 
by a Congressional Committee 
in 1956 “Are you now a Com- 
munist?” answered: “I decline 
to answer that question on the 
basis of the Fifth Amendment.” 


Foner stated before this 
committee that the Citadel 
Press and the Remainder Press 
(same address in New York 
City) were his’ publishing 
firms. The Citadel Press is 
the publisher of known par- 
ty-line work. It also lists in 
its catalogue such _ publica- 
tions as: ‘Marital Infidelity,” 
“Sinful Cities of the Western 
World,” “The Homosexuals,” 
and “Torture Garden.” 


‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’ 


The case of “Lady Chatter- 
ly’s Lover” is now famous 
(or should the word be infam- 
ous?). Delving below the sur- 
face there is something more 
interesting and significant than 
just another dirty book. The 
Grove edition of this book has 
a preface by Archibald Mac- 
Leish. Mr. MacLeish, accord- 
ing to Rosalie Gordon in the 
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book “Nine Men Against 
America,” has 46 Communist 
front citations. Judge Bryan, 
in his decision in this case, re- 
ferred to “expert testimony” 
of Malcolm Cowley as to the 
literary merit of the work. Mr. 
Cowley, who was called-in by 
Grove Press, is listed as hav- 
ing 60 Communist. front. cita- 
tions (Appendix IX). 


The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) has appeared so 
often in obscenity cases (par- 


ticularly relative to printed 
matter), that when they are 
not in the picture defending 


“liberty,” people begin to ques- 
tion why they are absent. Just 
for the record, the following 
are the words of the 1943 Re- 
port by the California Legisla- 
tive Committee Investigating 
Un-American Activities: 


The ACLU was reported to 
be: “definitely classed as a 
Communist-front or ‘transmis- 
sion belt’ organization. At least 
90 per cent of its efforts are 
expended on behalf of Com- 
munists who come into conflict 
with the law. While it professes 
to stand for free speech, a free 
press and free assembly, it is 
quite obvious that its main 
function is to protect Commun- 
ists in their activities of force 
and violence in their program 
to overthrow the government.” 

A more recent study of the 
background of the membership, 
board of directors, etc. of the 
ACLU would be far too lengthy 
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here but would indeed prove 
enlightening. 


Whether or not the Com- 
munists are behind the vile and 
vicious printed matter so prev- 
alent today, the fact is that it 
serves the Communist cause 
well. 


It is nothing short of amaz- 
ing to read in a respected daily 
newspaper, the New York 
Times, an editorial asking why 
“it is so important to concen- 
trate on uncovering alleged 
Communists — or alleged ex- 
Communists — in the one area 
where they could do the least 
harm to the national security 
— namely the entertainment 
industry.” 

Why? Printed material, mov- 
ies, TV, entertainment, recrea- 
tion and communications have 
overwhelming opportunities for 
molding minds and destroying 
morality. 

Back in 1927, G. K. Chester- 
ton wrote some prophetic words, 
words which not only are be- 
ing fulfilled in our day but 
which over 30 years ago pin- 
pointed a connection between 
the two fields about which we 
have been speaking: ‘“‘A great 
struggle is approaching. Hell’s 
next attack will be on that doc- 
trine on which all religion and 
morality are based, the exist- 
ence of a personal, infinite and 
eternal God. That attack will 
be accompanied by a mighty 
effort to sweep away the stand- 
ards of Christian purity.” 


137 


Lonely Priest 


MR. PAUL FERRIS 


NSIDE a Roman Catholic pres- 

bytery — the house usually 
attached to the church and 
communicating with it through 
a couple of doors and corridor, 
where the priest lives alone or 
with his curates — the atmos- 
phere is inevitably a little 
bleak. 


There will be a housekeeper, 
probably elderly and Irish, to 
cook and clean, but unless the 
priest’s sister has been along 
with improving ideas, the house 
will lack trimmings. 

It may be a surfeit of lino- 
leum, or the long bare lid of a 
dresser decorated with a small 
bottle each of whisky, Guin- 
ness and Worcester sauce. The 
atmosphere may even have 
something to do with the tiny 
spy-hole of magnifying glass 
austerely set in the front door 
of presbyteries where they get 
more than their share of pro- 
fessional beggars. 

But presbyteries are very 
hospitable. Though technically 
priests are men of impossible 
poverty, drawing $28 a month 
or even less from parish funds 
for personal needs, a visitor 
gets a good three-course lunch, 
with something to drink (also 
he escapes being addressed by 


Reprinted with permission from 
the London Observer. 
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How it is 
In England 


his Christian name in the first 
five minutes, as happens with 
some clergymen). “We only 
drink when we have guests,” 
said a priest in the North. He 
beamed. “We seize every oppor- 
tunity of having guests.” 


Jesting Priests 

Priests like a bit of leg-pull- 
ing, and as everyone knows, .if 
not from life then from films 
and novels, they can talk about 
their faith without sounding pi- 
ous. A pilgrimage to Lough 
Derg, in Donegal, as outlined 
by a Liverpool priest and his 
curate over the lunch table, 
sounded like a difficult kind of 
sport. 

It was clever of them to think 
of making you take your shoes 
off, said the priest: humiliat- 
ing, and it strained the calf 
muscles. It felt like velvet when 
you stepped on a cigarette 
packet — oh, yes, they had to 
let you smoke, or else no one 
would go and spend the night 
there, praying and fasting. 

The curate said that such 
privations sharpened the ap- 
prehensions and put an edge 
on the senses. “Listen to him,” 
said the priest, “he’s the expert. 
As a matter of fact he’s never 
been there.’ 


His background was work- 
ing-class — traditionally priests 
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are from working-class or in- 
tellectual homes — and he did- 
n’t use the snob pronunciation 
“marss,”” or such affected terms 
as “rectory” and “rector” for 
“presbytery” and “priest”: par- 
ticularly common, it’s said, a- 
mong middle-class converts 
who are giving Roman Cath- 
olicism in England an Anglican 
slant. 


He had an air of detachment, 
of almost light-hearted invul- 
nerability. ‘“My worries are due 
to sin,” he said later. “I’m never 
really worried about the church 
falling down. What I get really 
worried about is the wife who 
falls in love with the steward 
on the packet boat.” 


Priests lead tiring lives. Say- 
ing mass, perhaps the first one 
at seven in the morning, can 
itself be exhausting, especially 
if it follows a night when the 
priest has been called out of 
bed to administer the last sac- 
raments (a large parish will 
have a night-duty roster, with 
the phone switched to the duty 
priest). _ 

Raising Money 

There is constant pressure on 
the priest: to bless beads, say 
prayers, hear confessions, in- 
terview engaged couples, assess 
beggars and raise money. Chief- 
ly because of the need for more 
and better schools to cope with 
an expanding Catholic popula- 
tion, money must be raised re- 
lentlessly. 

“We have sixty agents for 
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our football pool,” said a priest. 
“It’s a big tie because you can’t 
tell them when to call here 
with the money, and we need 
that money so _— desperately. 
We're paying out $280 a week 
for schools. When I came here 
the bishop said, ‘You can raise 
it by any means with my bless- 
ing, father, but don’t expect me 
to help you.’ ”’ 


The priest handles all the 
parish’s money himself, wheth- 
er for new buildings or day-to- 
day expenses, subject to yearly 
audit by the diocese; the metal 
slab of the built-in safe door, 
higher than a man, is a com- 
mon sight in the dining rooms; 
Sunday evenings after mass go 
in counting the collection, and 
banks look to priests for $14 
bags of coppers on Monday 
morning. 


A combination of business 
sense and charity keeps things 
going. If he has a surplus of 
money in the parish, the priest 
has to decide whether to lend 
it interest-free to the diocese, 
or at 2 or 3 per cent. If the 
parish is very poor he may, as 
one country priest described, 
have a yearly account with the 
grocer and butcher to supply 
the presbytery; every year the 
parish holds a bazaar, raises 
$840 and pays them off. Afflu- 
ent priests slip fivers in envel- 
opes and send them to poorer 
colleagues. 

Land must be watched, so 
that new schools and churches 
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can be built next to one anoth- 
er; the priest often takes the 
initiative in deciding to build 
a school, buying slices of land 
as they become available, per- 
haps looking ten or twenty 
years ahead (no one at a pres- 
bytery has much patience with 
a departed priest who hasn’t 
bothered to do so). 


On top of all this, priests have 
to organize a high degree of 
watchfulness over their people, 
in a land that. was, after all, 
a missionary field till not so 
long ago. Perhaps half of the 
Catholics in Britain are “lap- 
sed,” in the sense that they 
don’t attend mass once a week 
and receive sacraments’ once a 
year. The conscientious priest 
will keep a register listing age, 
children and schools, and at- 
tendance at Easter Communion 
— ‘fa check on their spiritual 
life.” 

Needy Caller 


Problems arise that would not 
be problems to other clergy- 
men. “I do a hundred marriages 
a year,” said a Birmingham 
priest, “and I’ve got to write to 
all the places where every coup- 
le has lived more than three 
months to make sure they 
haven’t been married before. It 
can cost up to $1.40 in stamps, 
but in the end it’s a much bet- 
ter system than the civil au- 
thorities’. It’s very hard to com- 
mit bigamy in the Catholic 
Church.” 

Callers seeking the price of 
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a bed, a train ticket or a cup 
of tea need skilful handling. 
Roman Catholic priests get 
more of this than other clergy- 
men: it’s known that prebyter- 
ies contain ready cash and us- 
ually have a priest in attend- 
ance; and many cities have 
their quota of impecunious Ir- 
ish-Catholic immigrants. 


One priest said his system 
was to have a roll of cloakroom 
tickets, appropriately stamped; 
anyone asking for help was giv- 
en one as proof that he’d been 
to the presbytery, and sent on 
to the secretary of the local St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, which 
deals with charity. Another 
priest said that when in doubt 
over an Irishman he would 
make a trunk call.to the man’s 
home priest, which worked 
wonders. But one way and an- 
other, every large presbytery 
gives away a good sum in a 
year. 


To become a parish priest, a 
man will have taken a six-year 
course at a seminary in Eng- 
land: two years’ philosophy, 
four years’ theology. Later he 
may go to a university here, or 
the Gregorian University in 
Rome. Catholic priests invari- 
ably say they are better train- 
ed than the Anglicans (Anglic- 
ans express astonishment at 
how little Roman Catholic 
priests, especially some of the 
Irish priests, have learnt in six 
years). 

Once ordained, if he goes in- 
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to parish work he can expect 
15 or 20 years as curate before 
being given a parish of his own. 
Turnover is slow; a middle- 
aged curate in Lancashire said 
mildly: ‘“They’re keeping the 
old gents alive with penicillin, 
that’s the clerical joke round 
here.” 


Priests may be moved; cur- 
ates certainly will be, perhaps 
given only a week to pack their 
books and clothes, say goodbye 
to families where they have 
been given tea and a welcome, 
and move on to the raw air of 
a strange town and another in 
the long line of bedsitters off 
presbytery corridors with 
cracked gas fires and the pale 
shapes of other men’s cruci- 
fixes on the wall. 


A curate hopes to avoid the 
priests who regiment their pres- 
byteries, and work without be- 
ing overlorded. When at last he 
is given a parish he will be in 
his 40’s or 50’s, with 10 or 15 
years’ work ahead of him: few 
parish priests live to a ripe old 
age, partly, they say wryly, be- 
cause they have no woman to 
cosset them. (“One must be- 
ware of social visiting and be- 
coming dependent on the best 
table or sympathetic women,” 
said an old priest. “The one 
thing a priest enjoys is a bit of 
softening up.’’) 


Many Irish 


By the time he has his par- 
ish, his family may be dead, or 
years of separation have eroded 
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the links. In a city like Liver- 
pool, where Catholicism is 
strong, and there are many vo- 
cations and plenty of work, a 
priest may have a parish with- 
in a few miles of his birthplace 
— though never nearer, since 
his family might not be good 
Catholics, he might be tempted 
to see too much of them, and 
there might be “undue famili- 
arity” from old acquaintances: 
few priests dispute the shrewd- 
ness of bishops and their staffs 
when it comes to making ap- 
pointments. 


Many priests will be Irish 
(the “Catholic Directory” for 
the United Kingdom lists 350 
with the prefix O’ and 73 Mur- 
phys) — the ones to be seen 
on British Railways steamers 
in August with second-class 
tickets for Dunlaoghaire, sitting 
up in the saloon all night with 
a book. But whatever the dis- 
tance between the priest and 
his birthplace, he will have 
long since grown used to lone- 
liness, which is the state of life 
he accepts; dependent on fel- 
low priests for anything more 
than surface friendship. The 
younger a priest or curate, the 
more eagerly he denies the 
pangs of loneliness; older men 
admit to them more freely. 


In a poorer-class parish, he 
will continue to exercise the 
old authority. “Even if he lacks 
the personality,” said a priest, 
“people will take it from him 
because it’s the office that 
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counts, not the individual.” 
There are still churches where 
priests shout at their placid- 
faced congregations. 


“You have to know your 
man,” said a Liverpool priest. 
“In suitable cases you chivvy 
them along a bit, but I’m also 
tactful. If I visit a house on a 
Friday and a man goes on eat- 
ing his bacon and egg, he knows 
he’s in the wrong for two things 
— being disrespectful, and hav- 
ing bacon on a Friday. But 
perhap’s V’ll say nothing while 
the family’s there, and that man 
will thank me for it after- 
wards.” 


This priest has become an 
institution in the parish. 
Through the window of his up- 
stairs room was the blackened 
church and the playground of 
the Catholic school, with “Keep 
Off Coal” chalked above an op- 
en bunker. A curate who an- 
swered the door said: ‘Have 
you an appointment?” in a cold 
voice. 

“Being disturbed all the time 
is a thing we get testy about,” 
said the priest. “At Corpus 
Christi we had 70 phone calls 
asking what time mass was.” 


He said. his people were good, 
though as always there were 
the ones who dogged out the 
back when he ealled. ‘‘They’d 
fight for their faith but they 
wouldn’t go to mass for it.” 


Men would pick a quarrel 
with their priest, though only 
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the lapsed Catholic would be 
really rude. He was unpopular 
with some because a young 
men’s club room, bombed in the 
war, had been turned into a 
church hall, and the young 
men relegated to the mortuary 
chapel, where they felt belit- 
tled before visiting dart teams. 
Their families came to his 
church but the men went else- 
where; he saw this as something 
slight and natural, to be taken 
in one’s stride. 


Growing Fast 


With other denominations 
there is generally little contact. 
Among Anglicans and noncon- 
formists, where ‘‘ecumenical” 
is a favorite word nowadays, 
clergymen are always saying: 
“... and the Roman, if he’ll 
come in.” But the Roman, con- 
fident that the faith is growing 
fast in Britain, doesn’t take it 
too seriously (priests are very 
good at indicating, with a smile, 
how little they think of ecu- 
menicity, or sermons, or cosy 
parish magazines). 


“Our relations with other 
Churches are good,” said a 
small-town priest. “They asked 
us to lead a procession at the 
time of the Coronation.” Could 
he think of other instances? 
“Well, in my 16 years we’ve 
taken part in two such proces- 
sions here.” Another priest 
said briefly: “Quite good, I be- 
lieve. I used to play golf with 
a Methodist.” 

A convert, a priest who was 
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originally ordained into the 
Church of England, was more 
explicit: ‘“We’re not keen on 
these joint services. What is the 
use of people singing hymns 
without much content, saying 
vagueish prayers and provid- 
ing a nice gooey feeling of be- 
ing all together? It hasn’t re- 
vived Methodism and the 
Church of England, has it? Em- 
otion is like petrol: it evapor- 
ates quickly.” 


The born Catholic wouldn’t 
sound so sharp about things; the 
more secure a priest feels in 
his priesthood, the more he likes 
to have an easy-going image 
outside it: ‘On my day off I 
head for the West Kirby Golf 
Club, have a beer and proceed 
to knock up divots.” 


Golf, suitable for solitaries, 
is the traditional game with 
priests, and many clubs charge 
reduced fees for weekdays only. 
Tennis and walking are popu- 
lar, and cinemas, generally 
away from the parish, may be 
visited—not theatres, a piece of 
hierarchial illogic that gives 
great amusement. 


Most priests try to take a day 
off, usually Monday, and can 
arrange to be away from the 
parish for three Sundays in the 
year. Then they like to go a- 


broad, often to Italy, alone or 


in pairs, taking with them a 
celebret form from the bishop, 
which will identify them as 
priests with permission to be 
away from the parish and en- 
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able them to say mass on Sun- 
days: this precaution, explain- 
ed the convert, is necessary to 
stop those High Church Angli- 
cans who feel they must cele- 
brate mass, and outside Eng- 
land can go nowhere but to a 
Roman Catholic church. 


The $336 drawn by the priest, 
and the curate’s $196, seem lit- 
tle enough to stretch to holi- 
days abroad. But many expens- 
es come straight from parish 
funds: food, upkeep of house, 
telephone, perhaps drink, car, 
laundry and television. 


In addition are surplice fees, 
not obligatory but usually paid: 
70c or more for a baptism, at 
least $6.00 for nuptial mass or 
a funeral. There are the Christ- 
mas and Easter offerings, which 
in one North London parish, 
not particularly rich come to 
$1120 or $14000 on each occas- 
ion, shared between three or 
four. 


As for the presents, one priest 
said that occasionally people 
gave him a packet of cigar- 
ettes, but another recalled with 
upraised hands and a gentle 
smile that when he left his par- 
ish in Bootle for a country town 
they gave him $1400, then trail- 
ed him out to the new parish 
by bus with linen and crock- 
ery. 

Plank Porch 

Out on the periphery are poor 
parishes, away from London 
and the ancient sites of Cath- 
olicism in the North, where the 
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priest has a thin time: like the 


village priest whose shed-like 
church used to be a cafe, with 
a porch of planks, pair of crude 
coloured windows, and rank 
grass around full of poppies 
gone to seed. 


He said the mass collections, 
here and at his other church 
ten miles away, weren’t enough 
to support a priest; but a cov- 
enant scheme financed by half 
a dozen parishioners brought in 
$840 a year, and there was al- 
ways the football pool, though 
he wasn’t going to say how 
much this raised. 


It still didn’t run to a house- 
keeper. He did his own shop- 
ping and had daily help three 
times a week. Some mornings 
he had breakfast with a kind 
family; occasionally there was 
a ‘moment of desolation” when 
he returned late in the even- 
ing to an empty presbytery. 


> 


> 


Roa 


But compared with the Ang- 
licans, he said, it was easy to 
be a priest. Like all Roman 
Catholic priests he had exact 
words for his work: “The skele- 
ton_of our life is very much 
laid down before we start — 
to say mass, administer the sac- 
raments, anoint the dyin g. 
They’re all concrete things with 
a physical content, and the 
priest knows that their worth 
doesn’t depend on his un- 
worthy self. He’s got his sacra- 
ments, and they work indepen- 
dent. of him.” 

All the time he talked a win- 
dow banged upstairs, loose in, 
the wind, with no one to shut 
it. He mentioned that for his 
holidays he liked to go to 
Lourdes on his motor-bike. Be- 
ing a P.P. wasn’t quite what 
he’d imagined: to be his own 
boss made surprisingly little 
difference: but he was, it went 
without saying, happy. 


> 


Boost in Pensions 


According to Rey. Dr, William Kinkaid Newman of New 
York, secretary of the Annuity Fund for Congregational-Chris- 
tian Ministers, 500 retired ministers of the denomination, widows 
of its clergy and 900 others who have been living in 1960 on 
pensions based on depression-day salaries will receive a doubling 
of their annuities on January 1, 1961. The oldest group, 804 of 
whom are over 75, will find their annual pensions increased 
from $600 to $900, and in future to $1,200.—Dateline. 
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Cross and Crisis 


Population shifts 


EN Jesus took the “coin 

of tribute” and said “Ren- 
der to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's,” He imposed on 
the Church for all time a most 
difficult duty. That Church, He 
insisted, was to have no place 
in strictly mundane matters. 
Yet clearly He projected His 
pastors into a world in which 
they could not, any more than 
the flock entrusted to them, 
withdraw from reality. If there 
would be separation in origin 
and purpose between Caesar 
and God, there would have to 
be much overlapping in the 
event. Through all our history. 
the pastors and the pontiffs of 
Christendom have had to steer 
a delicate course. To put the 
metaphor another way, it has 
been a course straight between 
the Scylia of too little concern 
for the social problems of hu- 
mankind and the Charybdis of 
too much involvement in them! 


Clearly this is the case today. 
Clearly this is the basic dilem- 
ma confronting us in our pas- 
toral socal action in the mid- 
twentieth century. If our priest- 
ly recollection of the “coin 
of tribute” warns us that we 
must not be too hasty, our own 
anathema on “secularism” 


The author is a graduate student 
at M.IL.T. in his subject. 
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warns us that we cannot be 
silent. “Our part,’ says Mon- 
signor George Guilfoyle, Direc- 
tor of Charities in the Archdio- 
cese of New York, “is to vivify 
our society and its forms... 
It is vital that Catholics think 
in terms of the common good of 
the total community.” 


Seldom in recorded peace- 
time history has civic crisis been 
sO wide or so intense as it is 
at this very moment in Amer- 
ica. Around our rectories on 
every side, vertical within the 
individual community, hori- 
zontal from Downtown to Lev- 
ittown and Our Town, the most 
changeless thing in our _ so- 
ciety is change itself. There is 
no need for melodrama; the 
facts speak loudly enough. 
Farming and the family farm in 
much of the nation are in real 
trouble. Between the red barns 
and the city halls, suburbia 
mushrooms seven times faster 
at least than the core city. 
Downtown the gamut of crisis 
runs from resilient leadership 
to exodus to congestion to 
siums to citizen apathy. And 
through the lot of it march the 
metropolitan captains — cynics 
of our small traditions, champ- 
ions of a comfortable but dis- 
turbingly vague regional to- 
getherness. Surely St. Francis 
of Assisi would have found am- 
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ple need for a social sermon in 
the American slum today. Sure- 
ly Jesus Christ would have dis- 
covered ample claim for pas- 
toral concern in the confusion, 
the conflicting interests, the be- 
leagured commonwealth of city 
and suburb and ruralia alike in 
this amorphous generation! 


So far, with wonderful voices 
here and there to the contrary, 
we have been slow as a pastoral 
Church to pick up the challenge. 
We have said through our Bish- 
ops that “religion is our chief 
national asset,” but we have by 
and large been reluctant to sug- 
gest a cogent program in the 
community crises which our na- 
tion so widely faces. Chicago 
has organized an Archdiocesan 
Community Council to work in 
the civic interest. Washington, 
D.C., has a young priest as- 
signed to work closely with the 
urban renewal operation there. 


Boston College runs a bril- 
liant citizen forum on the prob- 
lems of metro Boston. The 
Daughters of St. Paul have put 
out a fine background book by 
Catholic social actionist, Lau- 
rence Phelan, on housing. Card- 
inal Cushing of Boston has just 
issued his first pastoral, entitled 
“The Christian and the Com- 
munity.” But these are isolated 
instances. Time and again we 
seem to relax in a narrow nook. 
“The Church hollered only 
when it was hurting itself,” an 
ace urban renewal reporter on 
the east coast told the author, 
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‘never in the community inter- 
est!” 


Tomorrow? 


If this is today — and yester- 
day — what of tomorrow? 
Much of the adjustment, ob- 
viously, will have to be done at 
the top — at the national level, 
at the diocesan level. Much will 
naturally fall within the pro- 
vince of the Catholic laity, or- 
ganized and otherwise. For the 
priest, three basic stages of pro- 
cedure suggest themselves. 


The first is the need for 
knowledge. As with any social 
apostolate, if we are to act at 
all we must mount our action 
on close and continuing famili- 
arity with the actual situation 
before us. We’ve got to know 
the antecedents, the record, the 
context. The busy pastor in the 
busy parish, quite obviously, 
has more to do than run surveys 
and read _ sociological. tomes. 
Nine times out of ten he will 
need help from trained observ- 
ers within the Church, from 
Church publications, from 
“higher up.” However he comes 
to his competence, though, it 
would seem. axiomatic that he 
must know before he speaks. 


It’s interesting to note in this 
connection that the National 
Council of Churches’ recent ex- 
cellent brochure, ‘The Church’s 
Stake in Urban Renewal,” lists 
six immediate tasks for church- 
men in approaching a judgment 
of urban readjustment. Three of 
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these call for more research, 
more training, more analysis, 
in short more knowledge! And 
all this is more than a local op- 
eration. We need to probe at 
the complex social pattern in 
which our cities and our sub- 
urbs and our family farms 
presently operate. 


There is no alternative to 
competent inquiry and guid- 
ance from within the frame- 
work of Church social action. 
Misconceptions, some spontan- 
eous, others carefully contrived, 
are abroad. There are powerful 
forces involved at almost every 
phase of community crisis. The 
reality of our present civiliza- 
tion is essentially suburban. 
Clearly we require within the 
Church at the overall level 
personnel competent in com- 
munity crisis to dispel the mis- 
conceptions, to estimate things 
in terms of the reality, to sepa- 
rate the commonwealth from 
the selfishnesses. Clearly we 
require further integration 
among those social disciplines 
within the Church which are 
already operating along the 
fringes of community crises. 
Prescinding from this general 
approach, we need as_ well 
knowledge in each specific com- 
munity crisis situation. 


There is place for close per- 
sonal solicitude on the part of 
each pastor in a major renewal 
city, in each suburb, in each 
perplexed farm village. We will 
be told many things by many 
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people, some academic (and 
presumably impartial), others 
with axes of their own to grind. 
We will need sufficient compe- 
tence within our ranks, if we 
are to speak at all, to estimate 
these advices and to avoid par- 
tisan position as we seek out the 
common good. 


A Need For Contact 


The second stage of pastoral 
precedure is a need for con- 
tact. The priest in a crisis com- 
munity cannot relax in a cur- 
sory acquaintance with that 
crisis. Every newspaper in our 
metropolitan areas teems with 
evidence that civic crisis is a 
fast-developing, often highly 
technical, always active busi- 
ness. There is no subsitute for 
continuing personal contact, na- 
tionally and locally, with it. The 
priest on the scene requires con- 
tact with the theorizing of the 
Congress and the “experts” in 
such matters as urban renewal 
and public housing, contact 
with mushrooming literature in 
contact with people and pro- 
grams and problems. 


Admittedly, again, much of 
this will have to be funnelled 
down to the local pastor via 
literature, lectures, Church col- 
leges. The point is we need 
such contact. We need, besides, 
to stand on terms of friendly 
interest with those who are 
charged with managing a com- 
munity in the grip of crisis. 
More and more, too, we re- 
quire contact across the Bible 
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with men of other faiths who 
are working in the same cause 
and on the same battlefields. 


A third stage of need, impli- 
cit already in the discussion, is 
a need for caution. We have no 
committed purpose as a Church 
to shore up any one of the sev- 
eral sectors of our contemporary 
society at the expense of any 
other sector. We have a clear 
commitment to take a total 
view of that society. We fail 
our task if we lose ourselves in 
the Crusade for Downtown 
(and let the devil take the sub- 
urbs) just as much as if we ded- 
icate ourselves exclusively to 
protectionist zoning in suburbia. 
The point is, we need to stand 
firmly and flatly on our free- 
dom of judgment against both 
the urbanists and the subur- 
banists. 


Just as a two-week trip to 
Moscow, Leningrad, and Yalta 
does not qualify one as an ex- 
pert on Soviet sociology, so at- 
tendance at one or two citizen 
planning conferences and per- 
usal of “The Exploding Metro- 
polis’ do not qualify us as 
experts in community crisis. 
There are many currents run- 
ning in all this change, many 
flags flying, many lobbies and 
much money. Caution is imper- 
ative if we are to speak in the 
dignity and height we must 
have to be worthy of Him. 


Danger and Opportunity 
Quite 
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crisis confronts the American 
Church and the American 
priests with those two compon- 
ents from which the old Chin- 
ese compound their word for 
crisis — to whit, danger and 
opportunity. Danger lest in ig- 
noring vital problem areas of 
the life of our congregations we 
retreat too far from reality. 
Danger that we become so con- 
cerned with the trees of paro- 
chial administration that we 
quite overlook the forests of 
social need. Danger that with- 
out competent guidance from 
within our ranks we remain but 
a bland, platitudinous influence 
telling innocuous jokes at civic 
banquets, or, still worse, par- 
tisan spokesmen deluded into 
lending the aura of our position 
to what is in fact a selfish ef- 
fort. Opportunity to hammer 
out a clear ethic, bulwarked by 
actual involvement in specific 
situations, for action in civic 
crisis. Opportunity, where the 
voices of special interest are so 
loud and so frequent, to speak 
up for the commonwealth. 


Solution Required 


Surely, in any case, there is 
place for much frank soul- 
searching on our part. Few of us 
are not already aware from 
personal experience that crisis 
exists. The problem, then, is 
not one of discovery, the prob- 
lem is one of solution. Only a 
bare beginning of possible so- 
lution is here. 
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The Liturgy and Rubrics 


Various problems 


\/FEN the priest offers a Mass 

while wearing black or 
violet vestments is it permitted 
to have ferns or other greens 
on the altar? 

On Gaudete Sunday are 
flowers permitted on the al- 
tar? 

Flowers speak of festivity 
and should not be used on the 
altar for Requiem functions and 
during penitential seasons. But 
even though violet vestments 
are worn, flowers are permitted 
on the altar on the Feast of the 
Holy Innocents, on the Sundays 
of Septuagesima, Sexagesima 
and Quinquagesima, on the Ro- 
gation Days and on the Vigils. 

Most authors permit flowers 
on the altar when rose-colored 
vestments are worn, Gaudete 
and Laetare Sundays. 


INCENSE AT SUNG MASS 


Canon No. 426 of the new 
rubrics of the Roman Breviary 
and Missal says that incensa- 
tions which are prescribed fora 
solemn Mass may also be done 
in all sung Masses. Would this 
also apply to sung Masses in a 
convent chapel when there are 
no servers, but a sister makes 
the responses? 

It seems a bit incongruous to 
have the incensations during a 
sung Mass in the absence of an 
altarboy. It hardly seems de- 
cent to have a stand nearby 
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with the censer or a nun with 
outstretched arm presenting it 
to the celebrant. Since this 
ceremony is optional and since 
it cannot be carried out with 
proper decorum, why not sim- 
ply forget about it? 


WEDDING CEREMONY 

Is it permissible to wear stole 
and. cope for the nuptial cere- 
mony preceding the nuptial 
Mass? 

Sometimes I have heard both 
the Christian name and sur- 
name used for the marriage 
ceremony. Which is the more 
correct? 

If the nuptial ceremony is 
performed without Mass follow- 
ing, the celebrant wears a sur- 
plice and white stole. If it is 
customary, he may also wear 
the white cope. If Mass is to fol- 
low the ceremony, he wears the 
Mass vestments with the ex- 
ception of the maniple. 

Fortescue says that the “Ro- 
man Ritual by the single letter 
N. seems to indicate that only 
the Christian name is used. It 
is, however, permissible to use 
both the Christian name and 
surname and this is the prac- 
tice in many places.” 


RELICS ON THE ALTAR 


May vigil lights be used in 
front of each reliquary on the 
altar during Mass? 

The Sacred Congregation of 
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Rites has decreed that two 
candles should be lighted before 
relics when they are exposed 
outside of the Divine Office. 
Relics may be placed on the al- 
tar but between the candle- 
sticks, and not at the taber- 
nacle door. 


The Caeremoniale Episcopo- 
rum speaks of reliquaries being 
placed between the candlesticks 
of the altar on principal feast 
days. The Missal likewise gives 
directions for the incensation of 
these relics, whenever the altar 
is incensed during Mass. Relics 
should not be exhibited on the 
altar during public exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 


PARTICIPATION 


When a layman is used to 
promote greater participation, 
may he occupy the pulpit for 
the commentary and for the 
reading of the epistle and gos- 
pel? 


The decree or instruction of 
Sept. 1958 specifically states 
that “‘it is fitting that the com- 
mentator be a priest or at least 
a cleric; if these are not avail- 
able, the task may be given to 
a layman of good character who 
has been well prepared for it. 
Women may never serve as 
commentators; the most that 
can be allowed is that in case of 
necessity a woman may in some 
way lead the singing or the 
prayers of the faithful. 

“If the commentator is a 
priest or cleric, he should wear 
a surplice and be in the sanctu- 
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ary or at the railing, or in the 
ambo or the pulpit; if he is a 
layman, he should be in front 
of the faithful in a suitable 
place, but not in the sanctuary 
nor in the pulpit.” 

MIDNIGHT Mass AND FAST 

Are we permitted to offer a 
second or third Mass after the 
midnight Mass? 

When does the Eucharistic 
fast begin for the midnight 
Mass? 

According to Canon Law 
(No. 821, 2) one and only one 
Mass may be offered for the 
midnight Christmas Mass, un- 
less one has an apostolic indult. 
In religious houses having an 
oratory and permission to re- 
serve the Blessed Sacrament, 
one and the same priest may 
offer three Masses at midnight. 
He may say only one Mass and 
offer the second or third later 
in the morning. 

The laity as well as the cele- 
brant must fast for three hours 
from food and alcoholic drinks 
and from non-alcoholic drinks 
for one hour. Of course, water 
may be taken at any time. 


SERVERS AND GLOVES 

May the cross-bearer and 
acolytes use white gloves (or 
veils similar to those worn by 
mitre and crosier-bearers) in 
preserving the finish on gold- 
plated processional cross and 
acolyte candlesticks? 

According to the books the 
only one authorized to wear 
gloves is the bishop or proto- 
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notary apostolic and then only 
when their use is directed. One 
author makes the following 
comment: “It is certainly in- 
correct for altar servers to wear 
gloves, girdles, capes, skull- 
caps or any other ornament be- 
yond the cassock and surplice; 
they take the place of clerics 
and are vested accordingly.” 


SOLEMN BAPTISM 


May white and violet copes 
be worn at solemn Baptism? 

What are the necessary and 
valid qualifications for a spon- 
sor at Baptism? 

The ritual indicates that the 
celebrant of the sacrament of 
Baptism wear surplice and 
stole but remarks nothing about 
wearing a cope. 

To validly act as sponsor at 
Baptism it is required 

“a) that the person is bap- 
tized, has attained the use of 
reason, and has the intention of 
acting in this capacity; 

“b) that he does not belong 
to a heretical or schismatic 
sect, is not excommunicated, 
nor legally infamous, or de- 
barred from legal acts. 

“c) is not the father, mother 
or spouse of the one baptized; 

“d) that he is chosen by the 
one baptized, or by the parents, 


guardians, or, if these are want- 
ing, by the priest celebrant; 

“e) that during the act of 
baptizing the sponsor (or his 
proxy) physically hold or touch 
the one baptized.” 


To lawfully act as sponsor it 
is required: 

“a) that he has reached the 
age of 14, unless the priest cele- 
brant sees fit to admit a young- 
er person for some valid rea- 
son; 

“b) that he is not excom- 
municated; 

“c) that he knows the rudi- 
ments of the faith; 

“d) that he is not in sacred 
orders, unless he has the ex- 
press permission of the Ordin- 
ary.” 


OFFERTORY PROCESSION 


If sufficient ushers are used, 
is it permissible to delay the 
Offertory action momentarily 
after the Offertory verse while 
the collection is brought for- 
ward in procession (two 
ushers) and delivered to re- 
ceptacles in the sanctuary? 


This would be an unneces- 
sary delay in the Mass which 
could not be justified or recon- 
ciled with the law and regula- 
tions. 


+ +¢ 4+ 


Milan, the most populous archdiocese in the whole world, 
is about to build 69 new churches. 
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May Baptism Be Deferred? 


V. REV. PAUL R. COYLE, J.C.D. 


AMON G some pastors there is 

the practice of deferring for 
a determined or even indefinite 
time the baptism of infants of- 
fered by indifferent or lapsed 
Catholics. Through this practice 
it is hoped that the parents who 
have lapsed from their practice 
of their faith may be awakened 
to the fact of their negligence 
and spurred on to a stricter per- 
formance of their duties. What 
is the legality of this practice? 


In regard to Catholic parents 
who have lapsed from the hab- 
itual performance of their du- 
ties, one might make a divi- 
sion into four groups: (1) 
those who are living in an in- 
valid marriage for which there 
is no remedy in the face of some 
existing impediment that can- 
not be removed through a dis- 
pensation; (2) those who are 
living in an invalid marriage 
which can be validated; (3) 
those who are validly married 
in a Catholic marriage, but 
have become indifferent to 
their religious duties and prac- 
tices; and (4) those who are 
validly married in a mixed 
marriage, but the Catholic par- 
ty has become a non-practicing 
member of the faith. 


If the parents of any one of 
these four groups offer their 
children for baptism, it cannot 
be said that they have com- 
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pletely lost all regard for their 
Catholic duties and practices. 
To some extent they feel that 
they are Catholics of some sort, 
at least in name; otherwise they 
would not want their children 
baptized. 


As a consequence, they can- 
not be classified as _ heretics, 
apostates or schismatics, who 
indeed are entitled to present 
their children for baptism as 
long as they give a sufficient 
guarantee that their children 
will be reared and educated in 
the Catholic religion. In con- 
sideration of these facts, there- 
fore, it follows a fortiori that 
the minimum required for the 
lawful baptism of the children 
of non-Catholics will apply to 
the baptism of children who are 
presented by non-practicing 
Catholic parents. Thus, when 
these parents offer their chil- 
dren for baptism, it seems prop- 
er that they be baptized under 
the usual conditions demanded 
for the baptism of the children 
of non-Catholics, the assurance 
of the Catholic education of the 
children. 


There are, nevertheless, those 
who believe that in the case of 
lapsed Catholics the baptism of 
their children should be delay- 
ed until a time when the par- 
ents return to the practice of 
the Catholic faith. With good 
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reason these nominal Catholics 
can be considered as incompe- 
tent to rear their children in the 
Catholic faith, since they them- 
selves have no regard for their 
own obligations. Their personal 
indifference in most cases, it is 
argued, cannot help but influ- 
ence their manner of rearing 
their children, so that they will 
have little conscientious regard 
for Catholic education and dis- 
cipline. Furthermore, the indif- 
ferent attitude of the parents 
will often serve as a norm upon 
which their children will base 
their lives. 


Invalidly Married Parents 


There is much to be said for 
such reasoning. But it would be 
unfair to apply such arguments 
in the case of the children of 
parents living in a bad marriage 
which cannot in any way be 
validated in the face of an im- 
pediment for which no dispen- 
sation can be conceded. These 
parents may often be very de- 
sirous of seeing their children 
reared in an atmosphere redo- 
lent of Catholic truths and 
practices, though they them- 
selves have unfortunately relin- 
quished the practice of their 
faith. 


In regard to those who are 
living in a bad marriage which 
can be validated, or who are 
validly married but indifferent 
to the Catholic faith, the defer- 
ring of the baptism of their 
children will result in one of 
two reactions. Either they will 
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realize the horror of their sin- 
ful lives and strive to rectify 
the situation, or they will in- 
terpret the refusal of baptism as 
a punishment for their failure 
to practice their faith, and thus 
they will grow more obstinate 
in their way of life. 

Whatever mode of procedure 
be adopted in these cases it 
must certainly be in accord 
with the mind of the Church. 
It is true that the Church does 
not legislate for such cases; 
rather, it looks explicitiy to the 
children of. infidels, heretics, 
apostates and schismatics. The 
case of lapsed or indifferent 
Catholics is not directly touch- 
ed in the Code, for canon 770 
gives an absolute rule for the 
baptism of the children of all 
Catholics. Hence one must seek 
to resolve the question by re- 
sorting to canon 20, which 
states that in the absence of 
any express prescript of the 
law the norm must be taken 
from the _ general principles 
of law, from the style and 
practice of the Roman Curia, or 
from the common and constant 
teaching of the doctors. Since 
the law in no way treats direct- 
ly of the matter, the mind of the 
Church must be considered as 
expressed in the style and prac- 
tice of the Roman Curia. 


Delay Is Not Justified 
The practice of the Church, 
as indicated on several occa- 
sions in the decrees of the Holy 
Office, is that children of in- 
different or tepid parents can 
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and ought to be baptized when 
these parents request it, and 
give promise of rearing the 
children in the Catholic faith. 
Even though the parents are 
living in a sinful union, yet this 
will not justify the delay of 
baptism, since the parents may 
have every intention of rearing 
the child in the Catholic faith, 
especially when sufficient as- 
surance regarding the Catholic 
education of the child is given. 


Since the children are the in- 
nocent victims in the case, the 
Church does not wish to deprive 
them of baptism when there is 
any possibility under the eccle- 
siastical law of permitting the 
administration of the sacrament 
in these circumstances. The 
very fact that the child is pre- 
sented for baptism seems to in- 
dicate some faith in the parents, 
and this is also some guarantee 
that the children will be reared 
as Catholics. This guarantee 
does not postulate the moral 
certainty which is demanded 
before a matrimonial dispensa- 
tion from mixed religion may 
be granted. In 1898 the Holy 
Office stated that a possible 
hope concerning the Catholic 
education of the child was suf- 
ficient, and that baptism should 
be refused only when this hope 
was missing. 


A Hope of Conversion 


It seems that the hope of con- 
verting these indifferent Cath- 
olic parents from their sinful 
lives to a sense of responsibility 
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of their Catholic duties and ob- 
ligations is the reason why the 
Church has enacted that a priest 
should baptize their child, even 
though there may be only little 
hope that the child will be 
reared in the Catholic faith. 
There are exceptions, however, 
in which there is evident proof 
that the Catholic education of 
the child will be neglected. 
When such cases present them- 
selves, then baptism may be de- 
ferred for even an indefinite 
time. For these cases Pope 
Benedict XIV did not give any 
absolute rule, but left the deci- 
sion to the prudence and dis- 
cretion of the Ordinary con- 
cerned. 


As a consequence, it may be 
stated that the Church wishes 
the children of careless and in- 
different Catholics to be bap- 
tized as soon as possible, pro- 
vided there is a possible hope 
that the children will be rear- 
ed as Catholics. It is not neces- 
sary, therefore, to be concerned 
with remote dangers, but only 
with the proximate dangers that 
may exist. A possible hope re- 
moves to some extent, though 
not entirely, this proximate 
danger to the child’s Catholic 
training. By such a broad per- 
mission the Church indicates 
that there is always some hope 
of amendment on the part of 
indifferent Catholics. Such a 
case is not analogous to that in 
which both parents are non- 
Catholics, for nominal Catholics 
admit in principle, though not 
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in fact, the truths of the Catho- 
lic faith which are denied by 
Protestants. Moreover, even 
though the child’s Catholic ed- 
ucation may later be neglected, 
yet he is likely to have a con- 
scious conviction of his respon- 
sibility to God as a Catholic, 
either amid the afflictions of 
life or at the hour of death. 
Such a Catholic would indeed 
be more apt to seek the minis- 
tration of a priest at the hour 
of death than one who is not 
baptized a Catholic. 


A Benign Application 


With regard to children one 
of whose parents is a non- 
Catholic and the other a lapsed 
Catholic, the Church benignly 
applies the same rule as that 
adopted in the case of parents 
who are both lapsed Catholics. 
As long as the priest judges in 
such a case that there is some 
possible hope that the child will 
be reared in the Catholic faith, 
the child should be baptized 
without delay. This is especially 
true if the mother, who is a 
lapsed Catholic, offers the child 
for baptism. Even if the Catho- 
lic parent in such a marriage is 
dead, nevertheless the child’s 
baptism should not be delayed, 
as long as this hope of a Cath- 
olic education exists. 


Hence the Church does not 
condone any general practice of 
deferring the baptism of chil- 
dren of lapsed Catholics for 
either a definite or an indefinite 
period of time. Provided there 
are present some guarantees of 
a future Catholic instruction, 
the Church considers these suf- 
ficient, for it certainly would 
be a strange procedure to de- 
mand more from indifferent 
Catholics than from non-Cath- 
olics, who have no knowledge 
of or only little acquaintance 
with Catholic truths. Of course, 
local ecclesiastical authority 
will often indicate the course to 
be followed. But this will in 
general harmonize with the 
mind of the Church in this mat- 
ter. 


In conclusion, it is in agree- 
ment with pastoral prudence 
not to defer the baptism of chil- 
dren of lapsed Catholic parents 
when they are brought by these 
parents or by Catholic sponsors 
with the parents’ consent, pro- 
vided there is expressed a will- 
ingness, which is accompanied 
with at least some possible hope, 
that the children will be reared 
and educated in the Catholic 
faith. 


(Conway, ‘‘Time and Place of 
Baptism”’) 


+ + + 


Native priests in Africa and Asia have increased sevenfold 
in the last 40 years. In the past 10 years the number of native 
bishops has more than doubled in the same territory. In 1918 
there were 1,009. native priests in the mission territories of 
Asia and Africa; today there are 7,364. 
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First Steps to 
the Priesthood 


by M. Farrell, S.S. 
Bruce, Milwaukee, 1960, pp. 206, $3.95 


PeATHER Farrell has given to 

young men an excellent primer 
on seminary life. His basic view- 
point is expressed plainly in his 
opening sentence: ‘When a young 
man first enters the seminary, he 
is confused.” (How we seminary 
professors agree with that state- 
ment!) It is his attempt to simpli- 
fy, within the realms of resonable- 
ness, the seminary’s aim and meith- 
od in the 13 chapters which <ol- 
low. 


Already the book has been tried 
in its proper habitat, the minor 
seminary: At. St. Mark’s, minor 
seminary of the Diocese of Erie, 
First Steps to the Priesthood is 
being used for spiritual reading 
and at meals. It is also being used 
for meditation at a mission semi- 
nary in the same diocese. From all 
indications it has good appeal to 
the seminary neophyte, college as 
well as high school. 


A review in another magazine 
recently stated that Father Far- 
rell has oversimplified the semi- 
nary. I think that criticism is faul- 
ty because Father Farrell’s purpose 
is to write an introduction for be- 
ginners, not a text on the theolo- 
gy of the priesthood for middle- 
aged professors in a major semi- 
nary or scholasticate. The time- 
honored process of perfection: to 
know, love, and serve God is ap- 
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plied simply to the seminary by 
Father Farrell. 

If at times the author converses 
rather than argues, if he pains- 
takingly aims at clarity rather 
than eloquence, if he tends to re- 
peat carefully to make a point ob- 
vious rather than engage in 
subtleties — then I believe he is 
following the only course he could 
follow in presenting a subject such 
as the priesthood to the young 
mind and heart. | 

If you enjoy the style of Father 
Raymond, author of You, you will 
enjoy reading Father Farrell. If 
there is an outstanding characteris- 
tic about his writing, I would say 
it is patient simplicity. Common 
sense stands out as well, especial- 
ly in the chapters on the rule and 
on devotion to Mary. 

Other chapters deal with the 
regular spiritual exercises, charity, 
mortification, study, and a fine 
appraisal of vocations in the con- 
cluding chapter, “Come, Follow 
Me.” One might have hoped that 
especially in this chapter there 
would have been more reference 
to the application of virtue in the 
practical work of the ministry. 
Perhaps a section on well-known 
priest-saints, such as Pius X, John 
Vianney, John Bosco in a “this- 
will-be-your-life’” format would 
have been a worthy addition. 


At any rate, Father Farrell is 
to be commended for his first pub- 
lished effort. It serves its purpose 
well. Not the least of the book’s 
merits is a good index, usable for 
talk preparation and meditation.— 
John Hagerty, St. Mark’s Seminary, 
Erie, Pa. 
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St. John Eudes 
by Peter Hermanbourg C.J.M. 


Newman, Westminster, Md. 
1960, pp. 320, $4.00 


Bey Herambourg never saw 

the holy founder of The Con- 
gregation of Jesus and Mary, 
“Kudist Fathers,” in which he 
served, but he gathered and ab- 
sorbed every scrap of information 
he could, turning all his material 
into a two-volume biography of 
which the book in review is the 
second volume. 

Eudes was born and lived in 

that 17th century which gave the 
world St. Vincent de Paul and St. 
Francis de Sales. This transla- 
tion has successfully, it seems to 
me, retained the flavor of 17th 
century French spirituality with- 
out making it seem antiquarian. 
The saint by establishing insti- 
tutes for the training of priests 
made a tremendous contribution 
to the raising of priestly virtue 
to the level which has ever since 
marked the French clergy. He was 
an indefatigable preacher of mis- 
sions, a seemingly tireless writer, 
much of his work escaping the 
devastation of the French Revolu- 
tion. 
* For the members of his religi- 
ous communities these short chap- 
ters will be deeply pondered and 
much of the saint’s own practice 
of prayer imitated. Priests and re- 
ligious will find here food for 
meditation and spiritual reading. 
His chapter on Hatred of Sin 
moved this reviewer more than 
anything he has read on the sub- 
ject, giving him a guilty con- 
science and pointing the road to 
correction. 
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He practiced and taught the 
greatest of devotion in the recita- 
tion of the Breviary, giving four 
methods he used, none of which 
would suit the present day priest 
who expects to find the Office 
most helpful when the Psalms 
and Lessons are taken in their 
original sense and interpreted by 
the teaching authority of the 
Church. 

He seemed to grow in burning 
love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. And Pere Herambourg in 
true discipleship exclaims, ‘Happy 
is the soul who sees and knows 
nothing except divine love... 
scorns the things of earth.” If our 
generation cannot honestly echo 
those aspirations, perhaps’ the 
fault is ours. Certainly the result 
of the saint’s intense life of de- 
votion has been more than the 
heightening of the spiritual lives 
of many, and the lifting of cleri- 
cal ideals. Did not the idea of the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd and 
their work of social and spiritual 
redemption go back to the insti- 
tutes founded by St. John? 

There is a chapter on spiritual 
suffering that will help many an 
agonizing soul. As the _ world 
stands dumb before unexplained 
and apparently undeserved suf- 
fering our saint would insist that 
Jesus is there in our pain. Is there 
any other answer? Is it not true 
that without that faith life does 
become a “tale told by an idiot, 
full of sound and fury, signifiying 
nothing’? Stephen Gardner, 
Winchester, Hants. 


Meet the Bible! 
by John J. Castelot, S.S. 
Helicon, Baltimore, 1960, pp. 140, $2.95 


T is, probably, a sense of duty 
that prompts an author to make 
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known to the general reading pub- 
lic the fruits of his particular sci- 
ence. But, whatever the inspira- 
tion, the ambition to carry over 
to the Catholic reader the fruits 
of recent biblical research has pro- 
duced a number of “Introductions.” 
The majority of these follow the 
traditional outline: many, however, 
have sought newer and more effec- 
tive methods. All have the same 
objectives, however the emphasis 
might vary. First among their prox- 
imate purposes has been to bring 
the reader of the Bible up to date 
by making popular the results of 
biblical scholarship. Some have 
tended more to encouraging the 
reading of the Scriptures and to 
making this devout exercise more 
fruitful. All have, likewise, but in 
differing degrees, the ultimate pur- 
pose of the Divine afflante Spiritu, 
through a_ better understanding 
to make the Scripture the source 
of spiritual benefit. 


Father Castelot, it would seem, 
has hit upon an excellent plan for 
the realization of these worthy pur- 
poses. After some necessary chap- 
ters on the nomenclature of the 
Bible, the fact and nature of bibli- 
cal inspiration, what we mean 
when we claim the Bible contains 
no error, he pursues the develop- 
ment of the books of the Old 
Testament, fitting them into the 
historical circumstances that cre- 
ated them. The plan has this obvi- 
ous and yet great advantage: it 
throws upon each book a light 
without which it must remain in 
obscurity, the light provided by 
the influence and circumstances 
surrounding its genesis. Current 
biblical studies have made this 
knowledge of the author and his 
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times an essential of interpreta- 
tion. 

Writing for the average reader, 
Father Castelot avoids all discus- 
sion of points that are still under 
discussion. In his reconstruction 
of the development of Old Testa- 
ment literature what is readily 
acceptable is its general manner; 
the details, in many instances, 
might be questioned. But it is this 
manner that counts, and it will 
prove illuminating to anyone who 
seriously approaches the Scrip- 
tures. 

This book is a reprint of syndi- 
cated articles written by Father 
Castelot for the Catholic press. The 
series attracted the sufficient at- 
tention to warrant this more per- 
manent form. It is the first of 
three projected volumes, and car- 
ries the subject merely to the de- 
struction of the Northern King- 
dom. There the author adds a valu- 
able chapter on Prophets and 
Prophecy. Father Castelot is a 
capable scholar, one whose opin- 
ion in itself is weighty; yet he pre- 
sents his material not only in a 
lucid and simple style but in langu- 
age that is quite racey. 

The jacket of the book makes 
the boast that the work “is destin- 
ed to become the standard popular 
introduction to the Sacred Books.” 
The boast may very well be real- 
ized. — Wm. L. Newton, S.S.D., 
Elyria, Ohio. . 


Tertullian: 
Treatises on Penance 
ACW Vol. 28 
tr. by William P. Le Saint, S.J. _ 


Newman, Westminster, Md. 
1959, pp. 332, $4.00 


ERTULLIAN wrote two trea- 
tises on penance, one while yet 
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a Catholic, the other forged in the 
fiery furnace of his Montanist 
wrath. The man and the problem 
which Father Le Saint undertook 
to study in his latest book are 
among the most formidable in the 
history of theology. Tertullian had 
no peer among the learned men 
of the third century, and no man 
ever wrote more difficult Latin. 
He was well versed in medicine, a 
specialist in philosophy and law, 
and had a command of Scripture 
which is simply astonishing. Com- 
bined with his prodigious learning 
was an intensity of feeling and a 
capacity to express indignation 
which makes one shiver, even af- 
ter the passage of 1700 years. 

The problem facing any transla- 
tor of Tertullian may be expressed 
under two general headings: how 
to reproduce in English the 
thought expressed in so difficult 
a style; how to convey the nu- 
ances and _historical-theological 
references of that thought with- 
out making one’s translation a 
paraphrase, instead of a faithful 
record of what Tertullian thought 
and wrote. Father Le Saint has 
solved both aspects of the diffi- 
culty admirably. His translation is 
as literal as possible, consonant 
with clear expression in modern 
English. And in the notes append- 
ed to the translation he offers 
those considerations necessary to 
make the thought completely in- 
telligible for the modern reader. 
Within these notes he incorporates 
a prodigious amount of informa- 
tion relative to every major prob- 
lem connected with the peniten- 
tial practice of the Church’s first 
three centuries. 

Employing every scrap of tex- 
tual evidence available, Father 
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Le Saint has produced the best 
English translation of Tertullian’s 
penitential treatises which any 
scholar could hope for. In com- 
posing the notes he has utilized 
every important historical or theo- 
logical study ever written on the 
problems peculiar to Tertullian’s 
penitential teaching and related 
questions. The result is always ex- 
cellent. A clear, impartial sum- 
mary of the evidence is followed 
by a judicious assessment of that 
evidence and the expression of 
Father Le Saint’s own opinion on 
the matter under discussion. The 
theologian, the historian, or the 
preacher who desires to enrich his 
sermons on penance with borrow- 
ings from a writer of genius will 
find this book a real treasure 
house. 


No future student of Tertullian 
or of the history and theology of 
penance can dispense with the 
work which Father Le Saint has 
done so expertly. His accomplish- 
ment has already been acclaimed 
by scholars on both sides of the 
Atlantic. — Edward R. Callahan, 
S.J... Weston College, Weston, 
Mass. 


Right or Wrong, Vol. II 
Essays by Father Richard Ginder 


Our Sunday Visitor Press 
Huntington, Ind., 1960, 128 pp., $1.00 


EGARDING the conversion of 
the saintly Jewish philoso- 
pher, Edith Stein, we are told 
that she had spent almost the en- 
tire night reading the Awtobiogra- 
phy of St. Teresa of Avila. Then 
before the breaking dawn she 
closed the book, firmly placed her 
hand upon its cover, and declared, 
“This is the truth!” 


That is the way most thought- 
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ful, conservative, unpretentious 
Catholics will feel about this vol- 
ume of selected editorials by Our 
Sunday Visitor columnist Father 
Ginder. Their theme is largely the 
application of the old-fashioned 
principles to the complexities of 
modern American life. He does 
not find the answers difficult. He 
sizes up the situations in the light 
of the Gospels and God-given com- 
mon sense. Swiftly tearing away 
the entangling accidentals, he 
moves straight to the heart of the 
problem. And when he has fin- 
ished, you are likely to say, ‘‘This 
is the truth!” 

Because most of the 975,000 sub- 
scribers to Our Sunday Visitor 
share his convictions, he exercises 
an influence on middle class 
American Catholicism that is al- 


most unprecedented. His readers 
know he is intelligent, devoted, 
and courageous. Having previous- 
ly heard in so many places a 
toned-down version of the duties 
of Christian living, when they fi- 
nally hear from this columnist 
the Catholic note sounded without 
fear or favor, they pledge their 
allegiance. 

A calculating, worldly-wise ac- 
quaintance, reading one of these 
outspoken commitments, may from 
time to time warn him, “Dick, 
this sort of thing will get you 
nowhere!” But Father Ginder an- 
swers that as a priest he must 
speak the truth as he knows it. 
The Nicodemus may _ respond, 
“You don’t have to speak at all. 
Play it smart. This article of yours 
labels you ‘controversial.’ It puts 
an end to any possibility of pre- 
ferment and closes the door on 
all honors.’ But speaking the 
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truth to a million grateful read- 
ers has its own reward. 

Co-existence with Communism 
is a favorite target of Father 
Ginder. The following is a speci- 
“men of his treatment, the speci- 
fic topic being the desirability of 
cutting diplomatic relations: 

“You will hear it said,” he tells 
us, “that our embassy in Mos- 
cow has value as a listening post. 
This was punctured by a recent 
report of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee entitled 
‘Patterns of Communist Espion- 
age. The Russian Embassy in 
Washington shelters 442 spies, 
more than five times the staff of 
our embassy in Moscow. All of 
the Soviet staff are imported. 
Ours must be hired in Moscow. 
Our Moscow embassy is wired and 
bugged from attic to cellar, our 
diplomats trailed by the Russian 
Police. Who is listening on whom? 
Diplomatic recognition is essent- 
ial to Communist subversion. The 
Communist espionage apparatus 
needs the diplomatic immunity 
of its embassies and consulates to 
set up spy centers. It needs the 
unbroken seal of the diplomatic 
pouch to transmit orders to its 
spies and couriers and to receive 
back their reports and microfilm- 
ed documents.” 

Father Ginder’s conclusions 
find him fully in line with Pius 
XI’s_ declaration in Dviwvini Re- 
demptoris that “Communism is in- 
trinsically wrong and no one who 
would save Christian civilization 
may collaborate with it in any 
undertaking whatsoever.” 

This present slender volume of 
editorials is Father Ginder’s 
second to be issued, the first hav- 
ing already sold 18,000 copies. 
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The opinions here expressed are 
worthy statements of the true 
Catholic attitude towards Ameri- 
can life today. Teachers in our 
schools may well use them as an 
aid to and a measure of their own 
enlightened citizenship. High- 
school and college students will 
find in these editorials a source 
of Christian fortitude when too 
many even of our Catholic publi- 
cations are urging something that 
looks suspiciously like a ground- 
ing of arms in the Church Mili- 
tant. — John E. Coogan, S.J., 
West Baden College, West Baden 
Springs, Ind. 


A Book of Private Prayer 


by Hubert Van Zeller 


Templegate, Springfield, Ill., 1960, 
pp. 242, $3.25 


Fe pe ago Dom Hubert van 
Zeller established himself as 
one of the leading spiritual writ- 
ers of this generation. His name 
automatically inspires confidence 
in the value of anything he has 
written. Yet, in the case of A book 
of Private Prayer, even the van 
Zeller name does not quite pre- 
pare the reader for the treasure 
that comes wrapped in an altogeth- 
er bizarre dust-jacket. 

The book is adequately describ- 
ed by its title, although the pray- 
ers of the first section are prefac- 
ed by about two pages of what in 
mental prayer are called consid- 
erations. Thus the first section of 
the book serves admirably for 
meditation. The topics are stand- 
ard, The treatment of them is far 
more than that. Every considera- 
tion sparkles with new points of 
view, epigramatic expression and 
deep, deep Faith. 

How often, for example, have 
we considered that “The chief 
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obstacle to the right reception of 
(the Sacrament of Penance) is not, 
as we are inclined to think it is, 
routine. The chief obstacle is want 
of trust’? And Dom Hubert goes 
on to prove his point. 

How many of us have read the 
words “all things work together 
for our good” and conjoined them 
with the thought that “If this 
means anything it must mean that 
in the question of health we are 
always in the condition best suited 
to what God wants of us here and 
now’? 

The priest will find a dozen uses 
for A Book of Private Prayer: he 
will quote it in his sermons, he 
will recommend it to his parishion- 
ers and, if he can afford it, he will 
give more than one copy of it 
away. All this, of course, after he 


has first savored it himself. —Ray- 
mond Gribbin, Baltimore. 


The Sufferings of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 


By Father Thomas of Jesus 


Newman, Westminster, Md. 
1960, 584 pp., $5.75 


ATHER Thomas of Jesus, an 
Augustinian, composed this 
book during the fourth year of 
his captivity in Morocco, where 
he died in 1582. The translation 
is good, the type readable, the 
book neat, well bound, and handy. 
It is not a book for refectory 
reading, but truly excellent for 
spiritual reading and, above all, 
for meditation. 

Each of the 50 chapters con- 
sists of a consideration and what 
is called a contemplation. The 
contemplation is simply a long 
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prayer addressed to God, to the 
Savior, to Mary. To read the con- 
sideration thoughtfully and then 
to recite the prayer slowly is 
making an excellent meditation, 
as meditations are usually made. 
One begins with the sufferings of 
Christ in His Mother’s womb at 
the moment of the Incarnation 
and finishes 584 pages later with 
His last agony and death. 

Truly an excellent presenta- 
tion of the life of Christ in con- 
nection with His sufferings. — W. 
Herbst, S.D.S., Jordan Seminary, 
Menominee, Michigan. 


The Spiritual Teaching 
of the New Testament 
by Jules Lebreton, S.J. 


Newman, Westminster, Md., 1960, 
pp. 382, $5.50 


ECENT discoveries have told 
us much of the circumstances, 
the social and political conditions, 
the material and literary culture 
of the ancient Near East. A few 
years ago, when the interpretation 
of these discoveries was still un- 
certain, much controversy raged 
about them, and in consequence 
about the Scriptures. Now that 
much of the information can be 
accepted as factual, its applica- 
tion to the Scriptures has become 
one of the great experiences of 
our times. 

Yet the very abundance of this 
material, and the flood of litera- 
ture it has created, presents some 
difficulties for the average stu- 
dent of the Bible. The first of 
these is the attention attracted to 
material details. This can prove 
to be a distraction. But a more 
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serious thing is the fact that stu- 
dies in literary criticism which 
are in the nature of probing, ten- 
tative essays, are given wide cir- 
culation. Either of these might 
divert even the scholar from what 
is the primary issue: God’s mes- 
sage to His children. 


We have seen both of these 
dangers realized in current writ- 
ings. on the Bible. The first is 
perhaps less noxious. The second 
can be shocking and harmful. 
Hence it is gratifying to have at 
hand a book such as this analysis 
of the spiritual message of the 
New Testament. It goes directly 
to the heart of the biblical ques- 
tion; in fact it is the final reason 
for all Catholic studies of the 
Bible. Father Lebreton expresses 
his intentions in these words: 

. to gather together from His 
life and words the ideal of Chris- 
tian perfection and the rules of 
conduct He proposes to us.” In 
other words, the author seeks to 
establish from the New Testa- 
ment writings what Paul meant 
when he counseled: “Put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The work might find its place 
in the literature on Mystical Theo- 
logy, or perhaps better among 
books on Ascetics. This is the 
point of view of the author and 
he seems to have reached his ob- 
jective with the same therough- 
ness that qualifies his other writ- 
ings. Still, in view of the present 
rather bewildering state of bibli- 
cal studies, this book might be 
recommended highly as an intro- 
duction to the reading of the New 
Testament. It is certain that any- 
one, after a careful study of it, 
could read the New Testament 
with greater spiritual benefit. 

This English translation of Fa- 
ther Lebreton’s book is based on 
the French edition of 1948 which 
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is described as the fourteenth 
printing. There is no indication of 
revision in these successive edi- 
tions. From this rises the weak- 
ness of the book, and it is rather 
a serious weakness. The original 
must have appeared long before 
1943, the date of the Divino af- 
flante Spiritu, and the inception 
of our tremendous advance in 
biblical interpretation. In conse- 
quence the book is noticeably out 
of date. This is regrettable since 
the great contribution of our mod- 
ern studies is the clarification and 
the deepening of our understand- 
ing of the spiritual message of the 
Scriptures. Much still can be gain- 
ed from the work, but its effect- 
iveness might have been increased 
considerably if it were based 


upon sounder current  scholar- 
ship. 

The book can be highly recom- 
mended even in its present con- 
dition. It should, however, be re- 
vised by someone conversant with 
recent biblical studies. Maybe the 
biblical scholar might be encour- 
aged to work towards this end. If 
all our professed students and 
teachers of Sacred Scripture were 
to attend more to this aspect of 
their work we might soon rise 
out of the uncertainty that some- 
times amounts to confusion, mark- 
ing the present state of popular 
writing. We might also then be 
in a position to make a syntheses 
of the spiritual message of the 
Bible which would realize the in- 
tentions of the Church and ac- 
complish untold good for her chil- 
dren. — Wm. L. Newton, S.S.D., 
Elyria, Ohio. 
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Attention: Publishers 


Poe Sacred Congregation of the 

Council, of which I am a Con- 
sultor, now located near the cen- 
ter of activity in Rome on the 
Square of St. Peter, is planning a 
book exhibit in connection with 
the forthcoming Ecumenical Vati- 
can Council II. 

It desires only recent books, and 
only books on the Catechism, com- 
mentaries on the Catechism, Cate- 
chetical and Confraternity publica- 
tions, and books on pastoral life. 

The officials of the Congregation 
have asked me to appeal to Ameri- 
can publishers for a free gift of 
these books. If you have any such 
books that you would like to don- 
ate to the Holy See, send them by 
regular post to the following ad- 
dress: 

Sacra Congregatio Concilii, 
Bibliotheca, 

Citta del Vaticano, 

Europe. 

Thanking you in advance for 
whatever assistance you may give 
the pastoral and catechetical apos- 
tolate, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 
R. G. Bandas, 
St. Paul, Minn. 


‘Shocked’ by 
Scripture Article 


| was just recovering from the 

shock of reading in a pamph- 
let bearing the “imprimatur” of 
Cardinal Spellman that the ac- 
count of the creation in Genesis 
had its origin in “old Babylonian 
legends,” that there were no Gar- 
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den of Eden, no serpent and even 
no Adam when I was further dis- 
concerted by the article in the De- 
cember issue of THE PRIEST by 
Father Filas, S.J. First, let me say 
that I find it strange that Pope 
Pius IX would quote in his in- 
fallible definition of the Immacu- 
late Conception the words which 
God is supposed to have addressed 
to the non-existent serpent. 


Now it seems we are asked to 
believe that there was no An- 
nunciation, that the angel Gabriel 
did not appear, that the whole ac- 
count of the Nativity is a mere 
fancy. True, the article says that 
the proponents of the new theory 
admit the fact of the Incarnation, 
but just that. If the rest is a fairy 
tale, why accept the Incarnation? 
Is it harder to believe that an angel 
appeared than that the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity ap- 
peared on earth in human form? 


Is it not strange that the Church 
should have celebrated for many 
centuries the feast of the An- 
nunciation if there had been no 
such occurrence? Are we now to 
discard the “Hail Mary,’ “the 
Angelus,” the rosary? All these 
have their origin in the Annuncia- 
tion. Most importantly, how did the | 
Blessed Mother know that her Son | 
was the Son of God? Let us have | 
some answers to these questions | 
from the “experts” and some facts | 
to back up their answers. | 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
mJ. M. O’Neill 
Bishop’s Residence 
Grand Falls 
Newfoundland 
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The Maniple 


N the December issue of THE 
Priest (p. 1120), Pennsylvanian 
pleads for an abandonment of the 
maniple on the grounds that it has 
no function and is difficult to ex- 
plain to converts. 


Explanation of the maniple can 
be based on the meaning of the 
word (handful), and the fact that 
it is used, if I am not mistaken, 
only at Mass. To me it is one of 
the easiest things to explain, and 
even makes it easier to explain the 
Mass. English words derived from 
“manus” and “plenus” further fa- 
cilitate explanation. 


We must be sure to come to 
Mass with our hands full. When 
we leave, how full our hands will 


be! In the Offertory we present to 
God all our efforts to please Him, 
usually with some pain to our- 
selves. We, the members of 
Christ’s Mystical Body, now shed 
our blood, at least equivalently, 
the manipulum fletus et doloris. 
In Holy Communion God’s kind- 
ness reaches unspeakable heights, 
as in return for our feeble service 
He gives us the gift of Himself — 
ut cum exsultatione recipiam mer- 
cedem laboris. 

The maniple then should keep 
us aware of God’s generosity to us, 
and sternly remind us not to come 
to Mass empty-handed. Because 
we usually come little better than 
empty-handed to the Mass, its bene- 
fits are greatly reduced. Surely the 
maniple performs a useful func- 
tion if even only in a small way it 
keeps asking us, “What gift do you 
bring to this Mass?” There are 
many things in the Sacred Liturgy 
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that people will find more difficult 
to understand than this. 

In conferring the subdiaconate 
the bishop says, “Receive the 
maniple by which are signified the 
fruits of good works.” Again,. we 
give to God, and God gives to us 
— with full hands. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vincent Hogan 
Moline, Kansas 


Further Information 
Requested 


|N reading the October, 1960 is- 

sue of THE Priest, I came 
across an article entitled “Confi- 
dential,” listing various reports 
from the NCWC News Service. 
The last of these reports is a de- 
nial of the dropping of certain 
phrases offensive to adult con- 
verts in the rite for baptism of 
adults. The pertinent section of 
the Roman Ritual is Title II, 
Chapter IV, No. 10, where the con- 
vert is asked to abhor his former 
error. 

I happened to be reading Ephe- 
merides Liturgicae at the same 
time for some other work I was 
doing, and in Vol. LXXIV, fasc. 
II, 1960, p. 133 of that publica- 
tion I came across a _ pertinent 
document of the SCR, dated 27 
November 1959 and given a pro- 
tocol no. H. 10/959. 

It decrees the abrogation of the 
formulae in question in the 
Rituale Romanum, tit. II, caput 
IV, no. 10: “Ordo Baptismi adul- 
torum,” et cap. VI, no. 7: “Sup- 
plenda super adultum _baptiza- 
tum.” The commentary on this 
document by Fr. A. Buguini, edi- 
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tor of Ephemerides Liturgicae, in- 
dicates that that is not a parti- 
cular reply and is meant for gen- 
eral application in the Roman 
Rite. 

This information would lend 
substance to the reports of the 
secular news agencies and daily 
newspapers for August 1, 1960, 
and would certainly be sufficient 
cause for NCWC News Service to 
check again with its sources. I for 
one would be much interested in 
what is found to be the actual 
state of the question. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Philip Sandstrom 

St. Joseph’s Seminary 
Yonkers, N.Y. 


Degree of Guilt 
In Mass-Missing 


N the December, 1960 issue which 

I have just read there is a 
small article on p. 1128 by one of 
our brother-priests, Fr. Paul F. 
Marceau of Our Lady of Peace 
Church, Canton, Ohio. On his little 
ecard for the latecomer he has 
stated that failure to assist at the 
entire Mass without serious reason 
is a matter of confession. 

To my knowledge, the only 
necessary matter for confession is 
serious sin. Is Fr. Marceau imply- 
ing in his article that, if a person 
through negligence comes late for 
Mass but is present for the three 
essential parts of the Mass, such a 
one is guilty of serious sin? 

I admit that such a person would 
be guilty of venial sin concerning 
his obligation and most probably 
guilty of a venial sin of scandal. I 
also admit that such a person for 
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his spiritual welfare ought to men- 
tion such a defect to his confessor 
— but is he obliged to do so? 

If wrong, I wish to be corrected. 
If I am correct, the second to last 
sentence on the Late-Comer card — 
should either be omitted or reword- 
ed. 

Fraternally, 
Warren T. Laroque 
Monroe, La. 


Agrees With Dissenters 


AY I breathe a fervent Amen 
to the letters of dissent of 
Fathers Scanlon, Clancy and 
Deenen in THE PRIEST’s’ Corres- 
pondence Column for December. 
These three took the time and 
trouble to do what so many of 
us know we should have done. 
Their reasoned, charitable criti- 
cism of your October “Currente 
Calamo” questioning by A.C.A. 
criteria the religious and _ patri- 
otic loyalty of our Catholic Sena- 
tors reflected the opinion of al-. 
most every priest I know. 

For a long time now we have 
with growing “admiratio” watched 
THE Priest striving to arrange 
the forced marriage of the 
A.C.A. brand of political-economic 
thought with papal _ social prin- 
ciples. I am grateful to these 
priests for protesting this mon- 
strous mismatch while so many 
of us forever hold our peace. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
John L. May 
Chicago 


Further ‘Pruning’ Needed 


Ves delighted to read about 

too many genuflections and 
signs of the éross during the Ro- 
man rite of the Mass. I agree that 
some pruning here and there 
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would not harm the Mass (THE 
PriEsT, Sept. 1960). How about 
those eight Dominus vobiscums we 
use for the same congregation at 
one Mass? 


Wisconsin Priest 


Why The Difference? 


Penn ING the seemingly in- 
discriminate use of the classi- 
fications “A” and “B” in our Ordo 
for the Divine Office: 

For example, the Feasts of Nov. 
22, 23 and 24: 

St. Cecelia: Mat A, Ld A, Hor 
B, Vesp A, Cpl B. 

St. Clement: Mat B, Ld A, Hor 
B, Vesp A, Cpl B. 

St. John of the Cross: Just a B 
Office. 

If there is a reasonable explan- 
ation, I won’t mind at all, but if 
not, the changing back and forth 
is a little annoying. 

I enjoy THE PRIEST very much. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
A. L. Leahy 
Seattle 


Dr. Stuber 
and His Book 


NE of your letter writers in 

the October issue asked for in- 
formation about Dr. Stanley I. 
Stuber and his book, A Primer 
On Roman Catholicism. 


Dr. Stuber is executive secre- 
tary of the Council of Churches of 
Greater Kansas City. He has not 
at any time been a Catholic. He 
is a Baptist minister. 

His book has rated a review in 
our diocesan paper, the Catholic 
Reporter, and it has also been 
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reviewed by the Rev. Thomas 
Bowdern, S.J., in the Kansas City 
Star. It is quite probable that it 
has also been reviewed in other 
Catholic publications — The 
Critic, America, Commonweal. 

The presentation of Catholic 
doctrine in the book seems accur- 
ate in so far as it goes. Dr. Stuber 
is not a bigot. He attempted to 
set forth Catholic doctrine honest- 
ly — and failed only to the ex- 
tent of his own limitations and 
that of the format used in the 
book. It is exceedingly difficult 
for anyone who is not a Catholic 
to understand correctly Catholic 
teaching, and it is impossible to 
portray Catholicism in separated 
bits and pieces, as was done in 
Dr. Stuber’s book. 


The “Protestant point of view” 
presented in the theses conclud- 
ing each chapter is not unusual. 
The points raised by Dr. Stuber 
have been raised by Protestants 
since the time of the Reforma- 
tion — and been answered by 
Catholic theologians from the time 
of Trent. 


Sincerely, 

(Rev.) Vincent J. Lovett 
Executive Editor 

The Catholic Reporter 
Kansas City, Mo. 


‘Thanks’ 


Base: you very much for plac- 

ing my request for the names, 
addresses, call numbers, etc. of all 
priest and_ religious Amateur 
Radio Operators in your August 
issue. The replies have been ex- 
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cellent, which all helps produce 
a more complete catalogue. 
In Christ and St. Francis, 
Jogues Chiocco, O.F.M. Cap. 
St. Anthony Friary 
Hudson, N.H. 


A ‘Late-Comers Contest’ 


|X your October ‘Correspond- 

ence” column there appeared a 
plaintive cry from ‘Worried Pas- 
tor” regarding his problem of 
wholesale late-coming to Mass. He 
wondered if any brother-priest 


had licked the problem. I don’t 
know whether the following will 
help him, but it practically elimi- 
nated the problem in my rural 
parish of 600 Mass-attenders. 


After ordinary appeals in my 
weekly church bulletin to come to 
Mass on time brought no cooper- 
ative results, I announced in the 
bulletin that I was now starting 
a “Tate-Comers-To-Sunday-Mass - 
Contest.” For three months the 
names of all late-comers would 
be carefully noted and at the end 
of the three-month period, the 
family with the largest number of 
consistent late-comers would win 
the First Prize. Yes, there would 
be runner-up prizes and the win- 
ners’ names would be announced 
in the bulletin. There would be 
no entry fee except a little care- 
lessness in leaving home and a lit- 
tle inconsideration for those al- 
ready in church. So ran the first 
bulletin announcement. 


Some weeks later the bulletin 
reported that “three prominent 
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families are in a tie for 1st place 
in the Late-Comers Contest. Mem- 
bers from each of these families 
have been late three out of five 
Sundays. There are still eight Sun- 
days to go. Then we will announce 
the winners.” 


The following week’s bulletin 
carried this item: “In our Sunday 
‘Late-Comers Contest’ it is good 
to note that some are now hurry- 
ing to be late instead of taking 
their time being late. Sorry, no 
hints as to which family is now 
leading.” 

Two weeks later our bulletin 
announced: “The Sunday Late- 
Comers Contest is falling off. 
Only one family is making any 
effort to be late. If this keeps up, 
we'll have to call off the contest 
and save the Prizes for something 
else . . . bingo, maybe.” 

Believe it or not, late-coming 
did fall off to a trickle. One fam- 
ily drove 11 miles to an adjoining 
parish’s 11 o’clock Mass because 
it was afraid it wouldn’t make our 
10:30 last Mass on time. 

Also, during this “contest” time, 
I made and hung outside the 
church door a small sign which 
clearly read: “MAss Started On 
Time. Dip you??” This sign was 
put up only after the priest had 
entered the sanctuary for Mass. 
Only the late-comers saw it and 
those on time didn’t know what 
the late-comers were talking 
about! I still hang up this sign 
every Sunday as a reminder. 

Late-coming every now and 
then raises its careless head. But 
as soon as the bulletin recalls our 
last “Late-Comers Contest” and 
threatens revival of same, being 
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late again becomes the exception 
instead of the rule. 

I hopefully think this fine state 
of affairs will continue until my 
good people find out that there 
never were any prizes, that there 
never were kept any records. of 
late-comers and that three promi- 
nent families were never tied for 
first place! And how can they 
find this out unless they read 
(presuming this is published) THE 
Priest? And unless “Worried Pas- 
tor’s’” people read THE PRIEST, he 
might try this “contest” idea. I 
hope he gets the same good re- 
sults that I did. 

In Domino, 
Pomfret Pastor 
Maryland 


New Rubrics 
of the Breviary 


HE new rubrics of the Brevi- 
ary will be welcomed as an- 
other step in the right direction. 
I hope that our final goal will 
soon be reached — a prayer book 
simple enough to be used by both 
the priest and the people for pri- 
vate and public worship. Unfor- 
tunately, the Breviary, even in its 
latest revision, is still far from 
that goal. It remains the “public 
prayer of the Church” in name 
only. In reality it has become the 
private prayer book of the clergy. 
If that made sense in the days 
when the laity were mostly illit- 
erate, it certainly doesn’t make 
sense today. (Yes, I know that the 
theologians assure us that the 
Office remains a public prayer 
even when the priest is reading 
it to himself in his easychair.) 
We hope that in the near future 
we will be given.a prayer book 
that (1) may be read in either 
English or Latin. How can priest 
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and people pray together when 
the people do not understand Lat- 
in and the priest is forbidden to 
use English? “But the Latin is so 
pretty!” And while our afficiona- 
dos swoon over the beauty of the 
Roman cursus, the faithful all 
over the world are losing their 
faith to the secularists, Commu- 
nists, and newly aggressive Prot- 
estants. “Why go to church to 
listen to a lot of mumbo-jumbo?” 
(Yes, our theologians have some 
nice distinctions to make here 
too.) 


We hope that (2) the tradition- 
al preeminence of Matins and 
Vespers as the “people’s prayer” 
will be restored. This has already 
been done in a French Breviary, 
the Breviaire des Fideles, which 
has also restored the traditional 
reading of the Psalms in their 
numerical order. This magnificent 
Breviary takes the Psalter just as 
it is in the Bible, divides it into 
30 sections for the days of the 
month, and divides each section 
in two for Matins and Vespers. 
Thus a person who prays just 
twice a day can still read through 
the entire Psalter every month. 
Even those who only have time 
for Vespers can simply read the 
two Psalm-portions as one. On the 
other hand, priests and others 
who have the time can add the 
Little Hours, to which the tradi- 
tional Psalms have been restored. 
Psalm 118 is used for the Day 
Hours, and our present Sunday 
Psalms are restored to daily 
Compline. The. Breviary also in- 
cludes a Bible Lectionary for the 
daily Scripture readings, the col- 
lects, canticles, etc., and a Sanc- 
torale — in short, a prayer book 
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flexible enough to be used with 
profit by both priest and people, 
in public or private. 


We hope, finally, that (3) any 
changes made in the Office, the 
Mass, or the Sacraments will be 
restoration, not innovation. Please, 
no novelties! Our people do not 
want to be dragged around the 
church in Offertory processions, 
or made to parrot a lot of mean- 
ingless Latin they can hardly pro- 
nounce, much less understand. I 
suppose it’s too late to protest, 
but I object strongly to the sup- 
pression of the “thou’-form in our 
new Bible and Ritual, as well as 
the use of Holy Spirit instead of 
Holy Ghost. To be consistent, the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Hail Mary 
should also be “modernized,” and 
perhaps that is already being 
planned. But anyone with half a 
brain should realize that our peo- 
ple know what “thou” means and 
who the Holy Ghost is, and would 
like the old familiar phrases to be 
left intact. We certainly need 
many reforms in the Church, but 
let’s be careful how we go about 
it. 

Presbyter 
New Jersey 


Two Marys? 


ATHER Winfrid Herbst’s neu- 

tral discussion of the peren- 
nial “Mary Magdalen Controversy”’ 
in the Aug., 1960, issue of THE 
PRIEST (it was evidently a teaser 
for more views) brought forth a 
learned commentary on the part 
of A. J. M. of Minnesota, taken 
from Herder’s Bibelcommentar. 


Reading this correspondence, 
on page 1018 and the following 
pages of the Noy., 1960, issue, I 
could readily agree that Mary of 
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Bethany is not to be identified 
with Mary Magdalen from Mag- 
dala. 


But I could not readily assent 
to the paragraph at the top of 
page 1022 that “a clear distinction 
should be made also between 
Mary Magaden and the ‘sinner’ 
(Luke 7, 37).” 


It seemed to me there could be 
a good reason why the Evangelist 
St. Luke did not mention a name 
after writing that there had been 
“a woman in the town who was a 
sinner.” I turned to the German 
commentary: Die heiligen Schrif- 
ten des alten und neuen Testa- 
mentes, Von Loch und Reischl, 3, 
to see what they had to Say. 


About Luke 8, 2, on “Mary who 
is called the Magdalen,” I found 
this comment, which gives a good 
answer to the question whether 
the “sinner” and Mary Magdalen 
are the same person or not: 


“As one of the disciples of 
Christ Mary is given her full 
name. But when the Evangelist 
still had to describe her a sinner 
and penitent (7, 37 f.) he refrain- 
ed from mentioning her name, 
lest the renown of her memory 
be too obviously connected with 
her former lapses.” (Beda) 


After reading this comment 
there is no problem left for me. 
I thought readers might be inter- 
ested in what I found in this Ger- 
man commentary. This old work 
in three volumes is valuable be- 
cause of its Patristic interpreta- 
tions. 


(Gade 
Iowa 
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Plan—which saves you $70 over the pub- 
lisher's price of $350, and brings your total Geeta vi 
saving to $162.50! Check off plan you prefer contribution to Catholic | 
on card at right—and mail it. today! publishing in 1958 
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for the most distinguished) 


NCRD is operated for the publishers by THE PAULIST FATHERS 


180 February / 1961 


TREE RACK NO GUESS-WC 


NEW READING 


No wondering, no waiting, | 
source reading program with 
them reading. Delighted pa 
below puts it to work for yc 


NATIONAL 


CATHOLIC 
READING 


DISTRIBUTORS 


| HERE’S WHAT YOU GET! Va 


| @ NEW STREAMLINED LIGHTED RACK — FREE with your order of books below! 
Displays and sells maximum stock in minimum space. 72’ high, 3712’ wide, 12” 
deep. 

/ @ $147.50 order of: 
ADULT AND CHILDREN’S BOOKS, best-selling titles to whet every interest, suit 
every taste, fit every need. 


~—e@ NO-RISK* CATHOLIC MAGAZINES! You get 10 copies each of these 9 top maga- 
zines each month: Catholic Digest, Catholic Preview, Catholic World, Catholic Youth, 
Family Digest, Information, Jubilee, Liguorian, The Sign. 


*NO-RISK GUARANTEE: You pay only for magazines sold. Don’t even 
return unsold copies—just deduct them from your bill. Fair enough? 


@ HANDY ONE-SOURCE ORDERING 
@ PLUS FREE MONTHLY POSTERS, SALES AIDS, NEWSLETTER 


This card starts the ball rolling, your people reading . . . fill in, clip, mail today! 
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Upward Through the 
Gateway of the Visible... 


Visible symbols representing the living Christ, Mass candles help to uplift the thoughts of the Faithful 
to personal meditation and devotion during the mysteries of the Mass. 


As the Madonna of Bruges reflects the religious feeling of the sculptor, so should the candles of the 
Mass reflect the chandler's awareness of the high purpose for which they are intended. Ever mindful 
of this high purpose, Will & Baumer Mass Candles are fashioned. with particular care from the finest 
stocks of 100% pure natural beeswax providing symbols appropriate in both purity and performance. 


See your Will & Baumer representative or Church Goods Dealer 


Syracuse, N.Y. Established 1855 
Purveyors to the Vatican by Appointment 


Boston . New York ° Chicago . Los Angeles ° Montreal 


